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The resolutions were received, and referred, as 


roposed. 
P i AGRICULTURE. 


Mr. CASEY asked and obtained leave to offer 
certain resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
yania, on the subject of an agricultural bureau, 
which, on bis motion, were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture. 

Mr. FULLER asked leave to introduce certain 
resolutions, (of which the purport was not stated,) 
with a view of having them referred. 

Mr. BOCOCK objected, and called for the reg- 
ular order of business. 


RGADS IN MINNESOTA. 


The SPEAKER announced the first business in 
order to be the bill reported yesterday evening 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, providing for the construction of cer- 
tain roads in the Territory of Minnesota—on 
which the previous question had been demanded 
by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Gorr.] 
The question was first on seconding the demand. 

Mr. THOMAS asked that the bill be read. 

It was read accordingly, (as given in our paper 
of yesterday.) 

The previous question was seconded—ayes 86, 
noes not counted; and the main question was or- 
dered—being first on the amendment reported by 
the committee, in the following words, viz: 

Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Governors of 


Oregon and Minnesota shall report to Congress, annually, a 


| detailed statement of the expenditure of money appropriated 
by Congress for the use or benefit of said territories, which 
is expended under the order or supervision of the Governor 
and Assembly. 


The questions being respectively taken, the 
amendment was agreed to; and 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bill was read a third time; and the ques- 
tion being on its passage— 

Mr.CLINGMAN demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

Mr. SWEETSER demanded the yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered—nineteen 
members only voting in favor of them. 

The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative, 

So the bill was passed. 

_ The title of the bill was amended, at the sugges- 
tion of the Speaker, and by unanimous consent, 
by adding the words “‘ and for other purposes.” 

Mr. SIBLEY moved to reconsider the vote and 
to lay that motion on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONTESTED ELECTION IN IOWA. 


Mr. SCHENCK rose to a question of privilege, 
and sent to the Speaker’s table, where it was read, 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Printer of this House be directed to 
priut the testimony in the contested-election case pending 
from the State of Lowa, and furnish the same for the use of 
this House and the Committee on Elections, in advance of 
all other priating. 

He said he believed he was not mistaken in sup- 
posing that the resolution raised a question of 
privilege, inasmuch as it related to the right of a 
member to his seat on this floor. 

Mr. JONES raised the point of order, whether 
this was a question of privilege or was not. The 
evidence was here; the Committee on Elections 
could examine it in manuscript as well as in print. 
He submitted whether the Printing was a question 


of privilege; if it were not, he objected to it. 

The SPEAKER The Chair is of opinion that 
this is not a question of privilege. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that the resolution di- 
rected the printing for the use of the committee 
and of the House; he apprehended, therefore, that 
it was a question of privi relating to an inquiry 
flog. ‘te Might of a gen man toa seat on this 
iebeted Has ae the House ordered the 
he evidence 

Mr. SCHENCK. Yes; and ordered it to be 
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done two weeks ago, in advance of all other print- || territory. He could see no necessity for the su- 
os there is not a word of it printed yet. perintendence of Indian affairs to make an addi- 
r. STRONG said, as a member of the Com- || tionn! officer of this territory, when it had never 
mittee on Elections, he hoped there would be no || before been done, and, so far as he knew, thera 
objection to passing this order, because it would be || had never been any complaint that the governor 
a convenience to the committee; although he had || of a territory was not able to discharge all the 
not been aware that the resolution was to be in- || duties of superintendent of Indian affairs. He 
troduced, he hoped there would be no objection to || desired that the red men of the forest in that terri- 
it. | tory should have the same governor over them that 
Mr. JONES. If the unanimous consent of the || the white men there had. The second section pro- 
House is asked, I will not object; but I do object | vided that the President should appoint a superin- 
to its being considered as a question of privilege, || tendent of Indian affairs for the Territory of Ore- 
Mr. SCHENCK. Very well; I still think, || gon, with a salary of $2,500. The third section 
however, that itis a question of privilege. | repealed so much of the Oregon territorial bill as 
No objection, therefore, being made to the re- |, imposed upon the governor the duties of superin- 
ception of the resolution, | tendent of Indian affairs, and gave him an addi- 
The question was taken, and the resolution was || tional amount of $1,500 for the discharge of these 
adopted. .|| duties; yet it retained the salary of $3,000 which 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the vote, || he had before received for the discharge of the 
and to lay that motion on the table. | duties of both offices. If there had ever been a 
The latter motion was agreed to. | case in any territory of the Government. of there 


INDIAN AFFAIRS IN OREGON. | being appointed a superintendent of Indian af- 


Senate bill (No. 90) entitled ‘* A bill authorizing | fairs separate and distinct from the governor of 
the negotiation of treaties with the Indian tribes in the territory, he had no knowledge of it, and he 
the Territory of Oregon, for the extinguishment could see no necessity for it in this case, unless it 
of their claims to lands lying west of the Cascade || Gow toswell and augment the patronage of thie 
mountains, and for other purposes,” being under || Government, and make one more drain upon the 

| consideration— || Treasury. He hoped the two sections would be 


: ‘ Bis of Uy | stricken out. 
la dna eee being on ordering it. to be. reed Mr. THURSTON said, he was sorry that this 


Mr. JONES rose and was recognized | clause had not attracted the notice of the gentle- 


Mr. THURSTON rose simultaneously, and man from Tennessee [Mr. Jonus) yesterday. It 
said he would move the previous question. , was now extremely doubtful whether anything 
Mr. JONES appealed to the gentleman from would be done for the Territory of Oregon to-day. 
Oregon to withdraw his demand for the previous |; Be Shauld: move the ‘provions questiog, aiyer.pR 
question. || had said a very few words in explanation of the 


: +» || sections which the gentleman proposed to strike 
Mr. THURSTON said he would be very will- |} out. The Territory of Oregon embraced twe hun- 


Sete see his demand for the previous quee- | dred and fifty thousand square miles, and there 

: || were over fifty thousand Indians within its limits. 

= wy reat Deaeteiha oe —e yew || It was impossible for the Governor of Oregon, to 

— ee . Jonss} had been || whichever political party he belonged, properly to 
recogpized, and was entitled to the floor. 


r. JONES said this bill had passed through | discharge the duties of superintendent of Indian 
aes of the Whole on the state of the affairs. Since pte ak as had aaen thet 
Union yesterday without attracting his attention. || Territory, his office had been besieged by Indians 
If his attention had been drawn to it he certainly || i eng ec ened ig tag Gare were 
| should have moved an amendment to strike out || three or four hundred Indians at once. It was 


: ; i ssible for him properly to disch the duties 
the second and third sections. H Speer or oe Cee Peres ae — 


: : || of superintendent of Indian affairs, in addition to 
The Clerk read the sections, - follow: : the duties of governor. The Committees on In- 

“ Seo. 2. And be it further enacted. That the President be || )- Affai in both H had ed tt 
authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- dian Affairs in both Houses had approved the 
ate, to appoint a superintendent of Indian affairs for the || appointment of a superintendent of Indian affairs, 
Territory of Oregon, who shall receive an annual salary of || after a particular examination of the subject; it 
twenty-five hundred dollars, and whose duty it shall be to | was also approved by the Committee on Indian 


exercise a general superintendence over all the Indian | : . ] 
tribes, and to exercise and perform all the powers and | Affairs under the last Administration, as well aa 


duties assigned by law to other superintendents of Indian || the present committee. 
affairs. || With these remarks, he moved the previous 
. 1 ’ : 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the | question on the passage of the bill. 


act to establish the territorial government of Oregon, ap- | . 
proved the llth August, 1848, as requires the governor of | The demand for the previous question was 
seconded—ayes 80, noes not counted—and the 


said territory to perform the duties of superintendent of | 
Indian affairs, and authorizes hin; to receive a salary “*here- | main question was ordered; being first on the mo- 


for, in addition to the salary allowed for his services as gov- : 
ernor, be repealed ; and thatthe governor of said Territory || tion of Mr. Jones to strike out the second and 


shall hereafter receive an annual salary of three thousand || third sections. 
dollars.” || Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays. 

It would be recollected (said Mr. J.) that when || The SPEAKER counted the members rising in 
the bill to organize the territorial government of || favor of the yeas and nays, and said they were 
Oregon passed, it contained a provision which || not ordered. ; 
was common to nearly all the territorial bills which || Mr. THOMAS asked for tellers on the question 
had passed Congress. He believed he might say || of ordering the yeas and nays. 
it had been the general, if not the universal, prac- || Tellers were refused. 
tice of Congress, in organizing territorial govern- | The question was taken, and the amendment 
ments, to authorize the appointment of a governor, | was rejected upon a division. 
with a salary of $1,500; and also, to impose upon || The question recurring on ordering the bill to 
that governor the further duties of superintend- || a third reading— 
| ent of Indian affairs, with an additional salary of || Mr. JONES, remarking that he had concluded to 
$1,500—thus making the salary of the governor || record his vote against the second and third, and 
and of the superintendent of Indian affairs $3,000. || in favor of all the other sections, the yeas nnd 
This provision was copied from former territorial || nays having been refused, he would resort to the 
bills into the Oregon bill; and he (Mr. J.) was || only mode now left him of recording his opitwon, 
one of those who had voted for that bill. He || by moving to lay the bill on the table, which he 
should not have voted for it if it had contained || now moved. 
this provision, making the superintendent a sep-|| The yeas and nays were asked and refused 
arate, distinct officer from the governor. There || upon this motion, and, 
was one, if not more, gentlemen on this floor, and The question being taken, : 
there were other gentlemen at the other end of the The House refused to lay the bill on the table. 
Capitol, who had discharged the duties of super- The question recurring on ordering the bill to 
intendent of Indian affairs and of governor of a ''be read a third time, was taken, and, under the 
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operation of the previous question, was decided || 
in the affirmative. i 

The $i! was read a third time, i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of. Mississippi, moved to |, 
reconsider the vote, with the view (he said) of ex- | 
pressing his own opinions, and not with the ex- | 

vectation of changing the decision of the House. || 
He believed that in the creation of territories, || 
Congress had uniformly, since the formation of the 
Government, made the governor of the territory 
also superintendent of Indian affairs. The policy || 
had worked well. Such had been the case rela- | 
tive to the Territories of Michigan, Missouri, Ar- | 
kansas, and other Territories. ‘The governors of || 
all of them had likewise been superintendent of || 
Indian affairs. He objected to discontinuing this 
policy, which had worked so well—first, because | 

e was opposed to the creation of any more offices | 
under the Government than were absolutely neces- 
sary to perform the public business. He believed 
that this was a rule by which both the parties pro- 
fessed to be guided—to oppose the unnecessary 
increase of Executive patronage. If the governor | 
had not a sufficient compensation, let them increase 
it; but let them not authorize the appointment of 
two officers, when experience had proved that one 
worked as well, probably better. 

Again: in his opinion, there should be in the | 
territory but one man who was the representative 
of the ** great father” of the Indians, the President 
of the United States. The Indians had been ac- 
customed to look to the governor of the territory 
as the representative of their great father. If they 
found thatthere were two representatives of their 
yreat father, he believed the result would be bad. | 

“hey knew that the other policy had worked well. | 
He did not believe but the governor of the terri- | 
tory would have ample time to discharge the 
duties of superintendent of Indian affairs, in addi- 
tion to those of governor. The governors of other 
territories, as extensive as the Territory of Oregon, | 
had found time. He had no idea that there was 
anything peculiar in this case. What was wanted 
was additional ifdian agents: he was willing to | 
give them as many as were necessary. But there | 
should be one general head; all our officers in that | 
Territory, having intercourse with the Indians, | 
should be under the supervision of the governor | 
of the Territory; there should be in the Territory | 
but one representative of their great father—the 
President of the United States. 

In conclusion, he repeated that he did not ex- 
pect to affect the decision of the committee; and as | 

e did not wish to delay action upon the territorial || 
bills, having briefly expressed his views, he would 
withdraw the motion to reconsider. 

The bill was read a third time. 

The question being on its passage, was taken, || 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. THU N moved to reconsider the vote, | 
and to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. McMULLEN. raised the question of order, | 
whether the gentleman from Oregon, having no | 
right to a vote, and the rule requiring that only 
those who had voted with the majority should be | 
entitled to move to reconsider—it was competent || 
for the gentleman to make the motion. 

Mr. HALL said, he would make the motion to 
reconsider, if it was objected to coming from the | 
gentleman from Oregon. : 

The SPEAKER said, the point of order raised 
by the gentleman from Virginia, was obviated by | 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Hatt] making | 
the same motion. The Chair, however, would | 
state, that although the rule required the gentle- | 
man who moved to reconsider should have voted || 
in the affirmative, it had been decided at the last | 
wession of Congress, that a Delegate from a Terri- 
tory had the right to move to reconsider. 

‘The motion to reconsider was then laid on the table. |, 


CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


Mr. THURSTON offered the usual resolution, || 
upon which he moved the previous question, to | 
close the debate in Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, at one o'clock this day, on || 
the bill to create the office of surveyor general of || 
public lands in n, and to provide for the sur- | 
vey, and to make donations to settlers, of the said 
puolic lands. 

The previous question was seconded, the main 


— ordered, and being taken, was decided in 
the affirmative. 


i} 
ti 


{| 


| 


$e 


| and oppressed them for ages. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
SURVEYS, &c., IN OREGON 


On motion of Mr. POTTER, the House re- || citizens in the several States; and the people 


solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr, Strone in the chair,) 


yesterday and to-day, relating to territorial busi- 


‘| ness—the bill under consideration being the bill 
“to create the office of surveyor general of the |) 
|, public lands in Oregon, and to provide for the sur- 


vey, and to make donations to settlers, of the said 


| public lands.” 


The fourth section being under consideration, 
which was read as amended yesterday, the part in 


viz: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| this Union, the free inhabitants of exch of th 


| for the further discharge of the special order from || 


j 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, [That there shall be, and | 


hereby is, granted to every white male American citizen 
above the age of eighteen years, American half breeds in- 
cluded.] That there shali be, and hereby is, granted to every 


settler or occupant of the public lands, ahove the age of eighteen || 


years, being a citizen of the United States, or having made 


a declaration, according to law, of his intention to become || 
| a citizen, now residing in said territory, or who shall become || 
| a resident thereof on or before the first day of December, 

eighteen hundred und fifty,and who shall have resided upon | 
|| and cultivated the same for four consecutive years, and | 


shall otherwise conform to the provisions of this act, the 


quantity of [one half section or three hundred and twenty || 


acres of land, if a single man, and if a married man, or if 
he shall hecome married within one year from the first day 
of December, eighteen hundred and fifty, the quantity of } 
one section or six hundred and forty acres, one-half to him- 


own right, and the surveyor general shall designate the part 
inuring to the husband and that to the wife, and enter the 
same on the records of his office; and in all cases where 
such married persons have complied with the provisions of 
this act, 80 as to entitle them to the grant as above provided, 
whether under the late provisional government of Oregon, 
or since, and either shall have died before patent issues, the 
survivor and children, or heirs, of the deceased, shall be 
entitled to the share or interest of the deceased, in equal 
proportions, except where the deceased shall otherwise dis- 


pose of it by testament, duly and properly executed accord- || 


ing to the laws of Oregon: Provided, however, That this 


section shall not be so construed as to allow those claiming | 


possessory rights under the treaty with Great Britain, relative 
to the Oregon Territory, to claim both under this grant and 
the trealy, but merely to secure them the election, and confine 
them to a single grant of land. 

Mr. Bowxiw had moved to amend this sec- 
tion as follows: To insert the word “ white’’ be- 
fore the word ‘“‘settler’’ in the first amendment 
proposed by the committee. 1 

And the first question was on the amendmegt of 
Mr. Bowtin. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he was perfectly aware 
of the difficulties of meeting in this Hall any 


lands in Oregon to those pioneers who shall en- 


|| self, and the dther half to his wife, to be held by her in her || 
| 





|| existing prejudices; particularly in the short time || 
allotted to the discussion of this amendment. 
|| The bill proposes to throw open our public || 





|| tories? He saw gentlemen smile. 


counter the toils and dangers of settling in that | 


wild and distant region. 
in consideration of the wealth and advantages 
which they add to our nation and Government. 
The settler thus pays a far higher consideration, 
in this way, than he would to pay his money for 
lands in any of our western States: yet, there are 
many hardy adventurers who will encounter the 
hardships of ——- there; but the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. 

clude from the benefits of this law the colored por- 


| tion of our people. 


He has assigned no reason whatever in favor of 
his motion, but permits it to rest entirely upon the 
presumed prejudices of members. This is surely 
a novel proposition. We are now called on to say 
that we will not sell our lands in Oregon to colored 

eople. They purchase our lands in Ohio, and in 
all the western States of this Union. They are 
permitted to settle, to acquire wealth, and become 
respectable in community. Why exclude them 


| from Oregon? In Louisiana, in Virginia, and, so 


far as he knew, in all the slave States, they hold 
lands, are wealthy and respectable; and why not 


| permit them to do the same in the wild regions of 


Oregon? 

We brought them by violence and wrong from 
their native country. We held them in bondage 
When our Revolu- 
tion broke out they entered your army, fought 
your battles, shared in the glory of that moment- 
ous struggle. Then, sir, they were regarded as 
citizens, as men. Congress then adopted the fol- 
lowing as a part of one of the Articles of Confeder- 
ation: 


“ The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship 
and intercourse among the people of the different States in 


We give them the lands | 


OWLIN]} now proposes to ex- || 





|| elector, a man. 


|| setts, Rhode Island, and Delaware. 


|| hue. 
|| more senseless, more unjust? 


May 28, 


ese States 
| paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from justice excepued 
| shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free 


Of each State 


| shall have free ingress and egress to and from NY Other 


| State, and shall enjoy,” &e. 
This expressed the sentiment of the statesmen 

of that day, and when, in 1778, South Caroling 

moved to amend the Articles of Confederation } 

inserting the word white, there were but two votes 

| in favorof the amendment. How is it, (said he 

| will the statesmen of this day sustain the doc- 

| trines of the patriots of that period ? 

At the adoption of the Constitution, the colored 


|| people voted for delegates in seven of the thirteen 
italics being the amendment proposed by the com- || 


mittee in lieu of the part in brackets, as follows, | 


States. Yes, in North Carolina, that patriogic 
old State, the colored man was regarded ast, 
Such, too was the case in Penp. 
sylvania, in New York, Connecticut, Massachy- 
Will gentle. 
men now turn round and drive those electors or 
their children from the wild regiogg of Oregon, if 
| they wish to go there? He truste@ not. 

If the amendment had excluded the ignorant, 
those who are incapable of reading or writing, jt 
would have been based on reason. But the attempt 
to fix a distinction upon the complexion of men 
or the crisp of their hair, is of all propositions 
| the most preposterous, the most destitute of 
| reason. The ignorant, the stupid and degraded 





| are to be admitted if they beara pale face; but 


| the man of information, of high moral worth, js 
| to be excluded if his complexion be of a dusky 
Could any proposition be more inconsistani, 


But the proposed amendment is not only desti- 
tute of any good reason, but it is absolutely wrong. 
Do gentlemen know who are the persons sought 


|| to be excluded by this amendment? In this city 


| it is said, and he believed with truth, that several 
grand-children of Mrs. Washington resided, who 
| were called colored people. He had seen those 
who claimed that relation to the distinguished 
|lady referred to. We are told that Thomas 
Jefferson has many colored descendants in differ- 
ent portions of Virginia. In Ohio is a colored 
man claiming to be a grand-son of Governor Ma- 
son. He was of a dark color, and one of the 
| most powerful popular speakers to which he had 
ever listened; he was regarded as fully equal to 
| his namesake and reputed relative in the other 
end of the Capitol. If we believe authority of 
the highest character, much of the best blood of 
| Virginia flows in the veins of her colored people. 
Do we owe nothing to the descendants of those 
| distinguished names referred to? Are we to drive 
their descendants with rudeness from our terri- 
It was not 
usual to call names in connection with this subject. 
He treated the subject with solemnity. He re- 
| garded it in that light. Look to our penitentiaries 
| and you will find the pardoned and the discharged 
convicts of those receptacles of crime, wending 
| their way to Oregon. e receive them with open 
arms, give them land, but with contempt we are 
to spurn the descendants of Jefferson and of Mrs. 
| Washington, and other patriots of our Revolution. 
Rynders and his white mobocrats of New York 
| city, low, vulgar, vicious, and degraded, the miser- 
able scum and filth of society, collected from the 
| Five Points of New York, are by this amendment 
welcomed to select farms in Oregon; while Fred- 
erick Douglas, a man of high moral worth, of 
great intellectual power, of unrivalled eloquence, 
possessing in an eminent degree all the qualities 
which constitute moral excellence, is to be exclu- 
| ded, rudely driven from that region. The Rever- 
end Mr. Ward, of New York, a man whose skin 
| is said to be blacker than Egyptian darkness, but 
whose power of eloquence is unrivalled, and who, 
as a divine, has perhaps no superior in the Union, 
is to be discarded as unworthy of our favor. He 
would ask, if that were the justice, the consist- 
ency of the members of this body? Will history 
record this as an exhibition of the narrow, the 
veling prejudices which govern the American 
? Is this to be a specimen of our Legis- 

lation at this middle of the nineteenth century?’ 
He regretted that the Legislature of Oregon had 
attempted by law to exclude colored people from 
that Territory. This was a matter beyond their 
constitutional powers—they no such aul 
thority. The Constitution of the United States 
gerrentins ‘* to the citizens of each State the priv! 
eges of citizens in each of the States.” By this 














a ee ee ee) ee ee ee on 


1850. 


‘mited in their powers. Men who are not onl 
citizens, but are also electors in New York or New 
England, cangot be excluded from Oregon by an 
act of the territorial legislature there. 

He had no time to speak of the prejudices which 
pave so long guided mankind in their legislation 
and administration of governments; that have 
sent so many thousands to the scaffold and the 
stake; which have deluged the world with blood, 
and stained it with crime. For his own part he 
would look to the moral qualities, to the virtue and 
the intelligence of those who bear the image of 
God. He would rather associate with the man of 
dark complexion, of exalted intelligence and vir- 
tue, than with the pale-faced scoundrel who is || 
reeking with crime. 

The hour of one having arrived, the general de- 
bate was terminated, and the committee proceeded 
to the consideration of amendments, (under the | 
rule allowing five minutes for explanation to the 
mover of an amendment.) 

Mr. MASON said he would move to strike out 
the whole section. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that that motion was 
not in order pending the question on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Bown. 

Mr. FITCH appealed to the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Bowxtn] to withdraw the amend- 
ment, to enable him (Mr. F.) to renew it, and say 


a few words. 


Mr. BOWLIN assented, and withdrew the 


amendment. 


Mr. FITC Hgrenewed it. 
the purpose of briefly alluding to the debate which 
had sprung up on the gentleman’s amendment. 
That debate was all useless. 
gon had settled this matter, they had excluded ne- 
groes, and prohibited them from entering their 
territory. Therefore, the adoption or the rejection 
of this amendment could have no effect whatever. 
The Legislature of Oregon had excluded Africans 
from that territory, having in view, as he was 
well informed, as the motive for that exclusion, 
the result of the amalgamation of the blacks with 
the Indians—an amalgamation which they might 
confidently anticipate, in case blacks were admit- | 
ted mto that territory. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to a point of order, and 
said the g-ntleman from Indiana had moved to in- 
sert the word ** white,”’ and was making an argu- 


ment against 


Mr. FITC 


can half-breeds.’’ 


He said he did it for 


The people of Ore- 


1 am arguing that it is indiffer- 
ent whether you put it in or not. 

| have further to remark upon this amendment, 
that if you adopt it without still furtheramendment, 
aclass of settlers in Oregon would be excluded, 
whose possessory rights are now recognized by 
the whites of that territory. 
breeds should have been included in the section 
as reported from the Committee on Territories. 
Whether this amendment was adopted or rejected, | 
he should, in case no other gentleman did, pro- 
pose to amend still further by inserting ‘* Ameri- 
Perhaps the gentleman from 
Missouri would accept this, as modification of his 
amendment; if so, he (Mr. F.) made it. 

Mr. BOWLIN (in his seat) was understood to 
assent to accepting the modification. 


The American half- 





| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


ramount law the Legislature of that Territory are 
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followed the action of the Legislature of Oregon || heard wich very great regret from the gentieman 


ware the settlement of that country by any \| from Oregon, the declaration that the people whom 
port 
_had no power to exclude any portion, be they | 


of our citizens. The Legistature of Oregon || he represented here had undertaken to settle that 
matter in their territorial legislature, and that they 


| white or black, of the citizens of the country. It | had prohibited the immigration to Oregon of free 
was a privilege granted to every portion of the || people of color. The object of the proposed 
people to emigrate to that Territory; a privilege || amendment was to prohibit this class from par- 
| which the territorial legislation had no power to || ticipating in the bounties granted by Congress in 
|| limit. If the Congress of the United States saw || the form of public lands to the settlers in that ter- 
| fit to grant to our citizens generally any portion of | ritory. We allowed Europeans, Chinese, Pacific 


| the public lands in Oregon, every citizen, black or | 
| white—be the legislature of the territory what it | 











The amendment was, therefore, modified, as 


follows: To insert in the pro 


d amendment 


of the committee the word ‘ white”’ before “ set- 
ler,” and the words ‘* American half-breeds in- 
cluded,’’ after * settler,’ so as to make the amend- 


ment of the Committee, if thus amended, to read | 


as follows: 


“That there shall be, and hereby is, granted to every 
white settler— American hal{-breeds included—or occupant 


of the public lands, above the 
residing in said territory,” &c 


» ad eighteen years, now 
~~. . 


Mr. FITCH. The object for which I rose is 
accomplished. That object was to say that the 
amendment, so far as the whites are concerned, is 
useless, and it is a matter of indifference whether 


it be adopted or not. If 

the inhabitants there at 

already been settled by the people of 
ing blacks from their soil. 


exclu 


adopted it cannot affect 
uestion has 
t territory 


r. Fircn withdrew the amendment at the 
request of Mr. Sackerr, and on pledge of re- 


newal, 


Mr. SACKETT renewed it, and said. he dis- 
entirely with the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Frew] as to the rights and consequences that 








| therefore, was unfounded as a point of law. 


| the gentleman. What does he say? 


| think that the gentleman from Ohio may be in | 


Islanders, and peels from all parts of the world, to 
come and settle upon these lands, and yet it was 
might—had the right to avail himself of the benefits || proposed to prohibit emigrants froma our own 


| of that grant, and was entitled to those benefits || country, free people of color, from participating in 
| upon complying with the conditions of the grant. 


|| the same privileges! 
Let them take another view of this question. || _ For one, he should vote against the amendment. 
Suppose the Congress of the United States should || He considered that thie free black race was far 


| interdict, as they had interdicted the introduction || from a benefit to any country; and that looking to 
4 y ’ € 


of slavery into Oregon, had the legislature of that || the interests of the whites as well as to their own, 
territory the right to say that it might exist there? || they should be diffused over as large a country as 
Would the gentleman from Indiana contend for || possible, and that Oregon and California, acquired 
that? That was a case which involved a priuciple || by the common resources of this country, should 
exactly parallel. There was no power at ail over || be left open to them in common with the older 





| the subject in the legislature of a terr:cory; and if || States. 


this amendment was adopted, it were the only pro- || Mr, CONRAD having concluded— 

vision that could prohibit the right of every citizen || The CHAIRMAN asked the indulgence of the 

to participate in this grant of the Government. || committee to state, that, according to his under- 

The assumption of the gentleman from Indiana, || standing of the rule allowing to the mover of an 

|| amendment five minutes for its explanation, he 
He would renew the amendment, as he had || should feel himself compelled hereafter to rule out 

agreed to do, although he was entirely opposed || of orcer any remarks upon an amendment which 


| to it. || were not explanatory of that amendment. A Very 


Mr. Fircu again withdrew the amendment at || great latitude of debate had been indulgeg in in com- 
the request of || mittee heretofore, under the color of explanations, 
Mr. CONRAD, who renewed it, and said he || and this morning in several instances gentlemen 
hoped the proposed amendment would not be || had moved amendments and spoken against them. 
adopted by the committee. He should voteagainst || The Chair would be obliged hereafter to rule such 


| it for the very reason for which the gentleman || remarks out of order. 


from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] had affirmed he should || Mr. McCMULLEN requested the gentieman from 
vote for it. That gentleman had depicted in glow- || Louisiana to withdraw the amendment, in order 
ing colors the superiority of the African race over || to enable him to renew it, and to address some re- 
the Caucasian or ,white race, and had apologized || marks to the House thereupon. 


| to the House for classing the whites on a footing Mr. CONRAD withdrew the amendment. 
| of équality with the blacks. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose to a point of 
Mr. GIDDINGS, (in his seat.) 1 do not hear || order. It was not in order, he said, under the ope- 
|| ration of the order to terminate debate, and bring 
Mr. CONRAD. I understood the gentleman to || the committee to a vote on the pending amendments, 
offer some apology for conceding the whites as || and such as might be offered, to withdraw and re- 
on an equality with the blacks in some of the || newa motion merely for the purpose of addressing 
States. || the committee. It was an evasion.of the order that 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I meant no such thing; I || was made when the committee sustained the reso- 
never meant to say a white was not just as good || lution to terminate debate in committee—which 
as a black if he behaves as well. (A laugh.) || order was virtually the adoption of the previous 
Mr. CONRAD. The white just as good as the || question to the action of the committee, 
black! That is somé concession (a laugh) for || (The CHAIRMAN observed, that his own in- 
that gentleman to make. Really, 1 have begun to || clination would be to sustain the point of order 
made by the | gay ome from Maryland, but the 
some degree connected with that race, the great || practice had for a long time been otherwise; and 
superiorty of which over the whites he claims. || until that practice should be changed by a decision 
But I differ with the gentleman. 1 think that || of the House, he felt obliged to acquiesce in it, 
morally, physically, intellectually, and by the || He therefore overruled the point of order. 
institutions of their country, the negro race now | Mr. EVANS. I must take an appeal from the 
are, and are destined to be, a very inferior race. || decision of the Chair, for the purpose of settling 
I consider that they now are, and will be for all || the point. ear 
time, a curse upon every community in which | r. HOUSTON inquired what the point of or- 
they are located; and for that reason I wish, so far || der was? 
as possible, to divide that curse. I am sorry that || The CHAIRMAN stated that an amendment to 











| the State which the gentleman Tore in part || the amendment reported by the committee to the 


is not of the same opinion of the gentleman in || fourth section of the bill, had been moved by the 
regard to the superiority of the blacks, but, on the || gentleman from Missouri. Subsequently that 
contrary, considering them, as I do, a curse, she || amendment had been withdrawn and renewed at 
has been unwilling to take her share of that curse. || different times, by other gentlemen. The same 
It seems that the opinion of the gentleman is not || amendment was proposed by the gentleman from 

articipated in by his constituents or by the in- || Louisiana, (Mr. Connap,] and he had addressed 
abitants of the State of Ohio. I believe that in || the committee for five minutes upon it. The gen- 
some cases they have refused to allow the immi- | tleman from ae had then risen and addressed 


gration of colored persons into Ohio; if | mistake || the Chair, and the amendment having been with- 
not they refused to allow the negroes emancipated || drawn, proposed to renew it. The gentleman 
by the will of the late John Randolph to settle in || from Maryland thereupon raised the point of order, 
that State. that it was not now in order for the gentleman 





Mr. GIDDINGS, (in his seat.) Thegentleman || from Virginia to propose the amendment, inas- 

is misinformed. | much as it had been moved and withdrawn before. 
Mr. CONRAD. Iam misinformed if such be || The Chair had overruled the point, because such 

not the fact; but I cannot give way for explana- | had been the practice heretofore. From this de- 

tion. | cision the gentleman from Maryland had ap- 
At all events I think it highly unjust that the || pealed. ae 

people of the Pacific coast should attempt to ex- Mr. EVANS. Ifthe Chair will allow me, the 

clude free blacks from that portion of the country. || point | made was, that one gentleman had no right 

I think it an injustice to the other portions of the | to withdraw an amendment in order that other 

Union. The policy of the country—of the older || gentlemen might renew it and hang speeches upon 

States, which have very much of this population, || it. ; 

and particularly of the southern States—in my || The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 

opinion, should be to diffuse this black population point of order, and the gentleman appeals, — 

over as large a surface as possible, and therefore I || The question being put, ‘* Shall the decision of 
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the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee ?’’ it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. McMULLEN then renewed the motion, 
and proceeded to address the committee. The 
question now before the committee, he said, was 
whether or not persons of color should be per- 
mitted to occupy lands in the Territory of Oregon 
upon equal terms with the white inhabitants He 
did not intend to enter upon a discussion of the 
subject of slavery. 


He was not going to discuss its merits or its 

merits; but he would say that he regarded this 
amendment as peculiarly proper; he was in favor 
of it, and should vote for it. Like the gentleman 
from Louisiana, he was in favor of it for a variety 
of reasons, which he would not at present detain 
the committee by enumerating. But he must be 
allowed briefly to notice the very extraordinary 
retnarks of the very extraordinary member from 
the State of Ohio, [Mr. Givpines.] He should 
consider that he was doing an injustice, if not to 
himself st least to the constituents whom he had 
the honor to represent, if he were to allow such 
remarks to pass by unnoticed; although if those 
constituents were here to speak for themselves, 


they proceeded. 


he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must re- | 


frain from indulging in personalities. 
Mr. MeMULLEN (resuming.) Sir, the honor- 


able member from Ohio, laboring apparently under | 
great excitement, appealed to gentlemen on all | 


sides, to be allowed the privilege of addressing the 
committee. The privilege was 


bow has he requited the favor? hy, sir, he has 


been pleased to pay his especial respects to the 
State which I have the honor in part to represent; 
but I will say to the gentleman, and to the House, 
and the country, that I do not represent that por- 
tion of Virginia which has been particularly 
energe with making slaves an article of traffic; 


and let me tell the gentleman also, that if he were 
to visit the part of Virginia which I represent, he 
would there find as high-minded, as intelligent, 
and as honorable men as any upon this floor. The 
gentleman from Ohio boasts of the blood of the 
African that flows throw the veins‘of the white 
man. I would be glad if 1 could return the com- 
pliment. Sir, it ia true that the high character of 
the blood of Virginia is recognized everywhere, 
whether it flows through the veins of the white or 
the black man. [A laugh.] Yes, sir, Virginia is 
the parent of heroes te of statesmen; and if the 
member from Ohio, who seems to have such a 

eculiar fondness for the colored race, should go 
into Virginia, he would be gratified to his heart’s 
content; he would be invited to associate ex- 
clusively with that race of which he is the peculiar 
friend and champion. 
those colored persons of whom he has so enthusi- 
astically spoken, are the descendants of the first 
families of Virginia. 

The falling of the Chairman’s hammer an- 
nounced the expiration of the five minutes, to 
which the gentleman was entitled. 

Mr. EVANS next obtained the floor, and, the 
amendment having been withdrawn by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. McMuu.en,] he re- 
newed the motion to amend. 

Mr. FITCH. 1 submit to the Chair whether 


itis in order for a gentleman to move, and make | 


a speech upon, a proposition which a short time 
ago the same gentleman ruled to be out of order. 
[A laugh | 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ma- 
ryland will proceed ; he is in order. 

Mr. EVANS. This amendment is argued upon, 
as though it were intended to exclude free negroes 
from Oregon. But, sir, there is nothing contained 
in the amendment, or in any of the provisions 
of the bill, which prevents free negroes from going 
there. The only thing that is proposed, is, that 
we shall not give to them bounties for going there. 
It is proposed to give to white settlers bounties, 
and it is made a matter of astonishment with some 
gentlemen here that free negroes are not allowed 
te participate in these bounties. There is no pro- 
hibition—there is nothing whatever to prevent 
them from going there. Yet gentlemen seem to 


ow 


It was, no doubt, considered | 

by some gentlemen a great national evil, whilst | 

others regarded it as a great national ne 
e- 


they would scorn to reply to any indignity cast | 
upon them from such a quarter—they would scorn | 
to notice the remarks or the individual from whom | 


|| ments for them to go there. 





| has been series expressly to Oregon. 
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6 upon the supposition that there is some prohi- 
ition proposed Aas. If there be a prokitaion 
at all it proceeds from the community of Oregon 
itself. ‘They well know, sir, that they would find 


|| the presence of free negroes amongst them to be an 


evil, and they have therefore very proeend exclu- 
ded them. it is impossible that they should be 
admitted to an equality of civil rights. 


if they were encouraged to go there by the offer of 
a grant of land; because it would at once induce 
emigration of that class of people te Oregon. The 
gentleman seems to think it a matter of great hard- 
ship, that we will not permit them to go there and 
participate in these bounties. What has the negro 
done, to entitle him to this favor? When the 
white man went there, he went in the midst of 
foes—he was subjected to much suffering and 
hardship. This is what the negro would never 
encounter. And, by the way, I very much ques- 
tion the propriety of giving bounties to any others 
than those who have been the pioneers in the set- 
tlement of the country. There is but one opinion, 
I believe, as to the propriety of grantifig bounties 
to the hardy pioneers of the country —those through 
whose instrumentality, whose toil, the forests 
have been subdued; but where is the black man 
who has ever planted his foot upon the soil of a 
new country for the purpose of redeeming it from 
a wilderness, and reducing it to a state of cultiva- 
tion? 

His allotted time having expired— 

Mr. Evans withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY renewed the motion to amend. 
And he did so, he said, for the purpose of making 
some observations upon it, e understood the 
effect of this proposition to be to obstruct the 


: || emigration of free negroes to Oregon—— 
hag him, and | 


Mr. BOWLIN. Will the gentleman allow me 
to explain? 

Mr. BAYLY. To obstruct the emigration of 
that class of persons by holding out no induce- 


Mr, BOWLIN, (Mr. Bayty yielding the floor.) 


|| In the debate yesterday, the Delegate from Oregon 


stated that there was a class of persons there who 
were virtually slaves. If there are such persons, 
it appears to me that they ought to be prohibited 
from receiving grants of public lands. This was 
the object of my amendment. 

Mr.BAYLY, (resuming.) I am utterly opposed 
to placing any obstruction in the way of free ne- 
groes going to Oregon; because 1 am prepared to 
show that it is in violation of the spirit of the or- 
dinance of 1787, which is ingrafted upon that 
country. It is an unquestionable fact in history, 
that about the time of the ordinance of 1787 there 
was a strong feeling in Virginia in favor of eman- 
cipation; and the obstruction in the way of eman- 
cipation was, that there was no place to which 
the liberated negroes could be sent; and it was a 
potent argument used in Virginia to reconcile the 


|| people of that State to the ordinance, that the 
And, sir, | dare say that | 


Northwestern Territory by virtue of it would be 
made an asylum for the free people of color. 
The ordinance was accordingly adopted, and it 
And I 
say it would bea violation of the spirit of that 
ordinance to take away from Virginia the very 
inducement which influenced her to agree to it. 

Mr. BAYLY then withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. GREEN renewed the motion to amend, 
merely for the purpose, he said, of making one 
observation, and it was this, that the gentleman 
from Virginia, in his estimation, wholly miscon- 
ceived the effect of the proposition which was 
now pending. 

Mr. BAYLY. I did not know what the propo- 
sition was. I merely desired an opportunity to 
make the remarks which I have made. 

Mr.GREEN. The proposition is, that bounty 
lands shall not be given to any other than free 
white persons. It was well explained by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland; and I had supposed that 
there was no gentleman in the House who misun- 
derstood it. But we are met now by a most ex- 
traordinary argument. 

Mr. BAYLY. I hope no one understands me 
as advocting theamendment. I only moved it for 
the purpose of making a speech, 

r. GREEN. It is that which constitutes my 
surprise. It is because the gentleman does not 
advocate it that [am astonished. Does he wish 
to place the blacks and whites upon an equality? 


an 


It would | 
|| be a good thing for us of the slaveholding States, 
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eee? 
The gentleman does not certainly desire this; anq 
I am satisfied, therefore, that if the gentleman 
would take the trouble to examine the subject, he 
would be in favor of it. ‘ , 
Mr. CONRAD. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him whether whites and blacks are upon an 
equality now, as regards the right to hold prop. 


erty? 
Mr. GREEN. Blacks have the right to hold 
roperty, and, even, if you adopt this amendme 
it will not take away their right to hold 
in Oregon. 


nt, 


propert 
But does not the gentleman now th 


_ there is a vast difference between the right to hold 


property, under legal acquisition, by purchase or 
inheritance, and a right to hold property that 
comes to him in the form of a donation? If the 
gentleman does not understand the distinction, jt 
will be in vain for me to attempt to explain it to 
him. Does he not know the difference between 
dealing out bounties by the Government to induce 
the blacks to settle there, and the principle of law 
which secures to them theenjoyment of their legal 
acquisitions? ‘This principle of law exists jn 
Oregon, as well as in Missouri or Louisiana. But 
that is not the question before the committee. The 
question is this. We propose to give to the white 
settlers in Oregon donations of land. Shall we 
give the same donations to the blacks? Shall we 
elevate them to an equality with the whites? Shal! 
we countenance the principle contended for by the 
gentleman from Ohio—the principle of amalgama- 
tion? Shall we mix the races? Shall we con- 
found them in our legislation, or our political ac- 
tion? Let the common judgment of the country 
= the response. The principal reason why | 
ave sought an opportunity to make these remarks 

is because | believed that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had misunderstood the character of the prop- 
osition before the committee. 

Mr. CARTTER. Will the gentleman withdraw 
the amendment? 

Mr. GREEN. Certainly, sir, I withdraw it. 

Mr. CARTTER. I now renew the motion. [ 
am in favor, sir, of this amendment. It provides, 
as I understand it, that white settlers who are citi- 
zens of the United States, or who are in prospect 
of becoming such, shall receive donations of pub- 
lic lands. And there is a class of persons there, 
denominated half-breeds; these will not be affected 
by this amendment. With this construction | am 
in favor of it. The people of the Territory of Ore- 
gon, for a very good reason, doubtless, are endeav- 
oring to guard themselves against the intrusion of 
the blacks into that territory, and the mingling of 
the African race with the Indians, as well as with 
the whites; which, if permitted, would lead to an 
association in civil rights in the community; and 
the people of the territory have the supreme power 
of determining their rights. And hold that 
we ought not to fix upon them a restriction against 
which they themselves rebel. But I am in favor 
of the amendment for another reason; and it 1s 
this: The granting of the public domain to 


| blacks, in this instance, would be a stepping stone 


to systems of a similar character, that would de- 
feat what I regard as the only relief to this nation, 
in connection with the slavery of the African race. 
1 sympathize with them deeply; but I have no 
sympathy for them in a common residence with 
the white race. God has ordained, and no human 
law can contravene the ordinance, that the two races 
shall be separate and distinct; and if the blacks 
would occupy a position of equality with the white 
race, it must be, not by commingling with the 
whites, but by a separation from them. They 
must exist separately. 1 will vote against any 
measure that has a tendency to prolong their com- 
mon residence in this Confederacy, or any portion 
of it. I am opposed to tolerating a common res!- 
dence in the free States for another reason. lt 
affords an opportunity to the holders of this kind 
of property to throw off into the free States their 
worthless, worn out, and decrepit slaves; making 
the free States a kind of safety-valve, by which to 
rid themselves of the incumbrance of their super 
fluous black population, for the better preservation 
of the remainder and the perpetuating of an insti- 
tution that I regard as damning upon the prosper 
ity of this country. My own State has a law— 
and every State in the Union ought to have a sim 
lar one—which is calculated to separate the races: 
for the only relief for this country, upon this ques- 
tion—if this continent is destined to be the home 
of free democracy and the legitimate inheritance 
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Anglo-Saxon blood—the only relief is ob- 
i re total separation of domicile between 
the two races. It is for this reason, sir, for the 
reason that I do not wish to see the free territories 
of the United States become a common alms-house 
and the receptacle for the superannuated and 
worthless free blacks of the South, that I will 
yote to relieve the people of Oregon from the curse 
of acommon domicile of the two races. 

Mr. CARTTER then withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD. 1 do not rise to oppose 
ranting lands to the citizens who underwent the 
Fardships of settling first in the Territory of Ore- 
gon, but to say something for my own constitu- 
ents who are without lands, I rise toask why it is 
that a bill has been framed and supported here by 
so many members, ‘‘ lo give away” large tracts 
of the choice land in Oregon, to Whites, Indians, 
and Negroes, when this same Congress for up- 
wards of thirty years has refused to citizens of 
other States (my constituents among them) even 
small pieces of mountain and barren lands, unless 
they first pay the full price demanded for good 
and? 
I readily admit that the first settlers in Oregon, 
who defended the country from the Indians, should 
have lands granted them; but are they more en- 
titled thereto than the thousands of white citizens 
who settled Alabama under like circumstances; 


savages, but many of them, with the very army, 
sir, which fired this house and left it in ruins? 


Why, I ask, cannot these have the poor places | 


upon which they live given tothem? They will 
put up with small tracts ; yes, sir, with less pieces 
of poor lands than you propose to give to ne- 
groes and half-breed Indians in Oregon; and 
why continue to refuse them, and give away to 
others? Up to this time you have refused to re- 
duce and graduate these poor waste lands, and 
let them be sold at their true value; and why, | 
ask, this preference to this northwestern posses- 
sion? 

] shall not, sir, enter intoa debate with the 
gentleman from Ohio, next me, [Mr. Carrrer,] 
who is opposed to permitting free blacks to locate 
among his constituents. I believe the citizens of 
his State have usually preferred the runaway slaves 
It is, however, a matter of taste, which I have 
no right to dispute, when not indulged at the ex- 
pense of my constituents. Nor have I the slight- 
est idea of engaging with a gentleman from the 
same State, further off, (Mr. Gippines,] who 
personates the sentiment which is sovereign in 
this Union—a sentiment which now proposes to 
give away lands in large tracts without any price, 
to negroes and Indian half-breeds, and refuses to 
sell it to your worthiest citizens and defenders, 
unless they pay more than double ita value. 

Being allowed but five minutes to express my 
opinions, and having called attention to the hard 
treatment which my constituents have heretofore 
received at your hands, and knowing that they 
are wholly at your mercy and in your power, | 
conclude by begging that you will treat them bet- 
ter in the future. 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired what the pending 
amendment was? 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the proposed 
amendment was-to insert the word ‘* white’’ be- 
fore the word “ settler,’”’ and the words ** Ameri- 
can half-breeds included”’ after the words “ public 
lands,” in the amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, 

The question being on this amendment to the 
amendment, 

Mr. EVANS asked for tellers. 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired if it would be in 
order to move to strike out a part of the proposed 
amendment ? 

: a CHAIRMAN replied that it would not be 
in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, inquired of the 
Chair whether it would be in order to move to 
amend that part of the original bill which the 
committee osed to strike out? 

_The CHAIRMAN ied that the Chair con- 
sidered the proposition of the committee to strike 
out and insert as being indivisible. ; 

Mr. MASON. Is it in order to separate the 
two portions of the proposed amendment to the 
committee’s amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that they may be divided. 


|| question must be taken upon agreeing to the 
who not only had to contend with the fiercest | 











Mr. MASON. I ask, then, for a division of the 
question. 

The question was then put upon the first part 
of the amendment to the amendment, viz: to in- 
sert the word “ white,”’ and tellers having been 
ordered, Messrs. Wattace, of South Carolina, 
and Jounson, of Kentucky, were appointed to act 
as such. 

The tellers reported 68 in the affirmative and 
51 in the negative. 

So the first portion of the amendment was 
adopted. 

The question then recurred on the second branch 
of the amendment to the amendment, viz: to insert 
the words “‘ American half-breeds included,’’ and 
upon this branch of the amendment the tellers 
(Messrs. Ocie and Waxpo) reported 77 in the 
affirmative and 38 in the negative. 

So the second branch of the amendment was 
adopted. 

he question recurring on the amendment as 
einatél 

Mr. JONES proposed further to amend the 
section by inserting after the word “ fifty”’ in the 
eighth lime, the word * three,’’ so as to make it 
read “* before the first day of December, 1853.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN stated that before the prop- 
osition could be received and acted upon, the 


amendment of the Committee on Public Lands 
as amended, inasmuch as the gentleman’s pro- 
posed amendment related to a different part of the 
section. 

Mr. DUNHAM proposed to amend the amend- 
ment made yesterday on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Marsuaut,] by insert- 
ing after the word *‘ citizen,” the following, * or 
who shall make such declaration, on or before the 
first day of December, 1851.”’ 


Mr. DUNHAM. My object in proposing this || 


amendment is this—— 


Mr. JONES, (interposing.) That is the same || 


amendment which I offered and which was ruled 
out of order. 
Mr. DUNHAM. No, sir, it is not the same. 
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| 
| 
} 


tion being on its adoption— 





My object in offering the amendment is this. 
There are undoubtedly persons settled in the ter- 
ritory of Oregon who are not American citizens, 
and who, under the present provision of this bill, 
would be excluded from its benefits, although they 
are dis 
portunity were afforded them of complying with the 
necessary forms. Itis well known that foreigners 
for the most part come into the country poor, and 
that their attention for some years is directed to 
getting a livelihood for their families, and that they 
are very apt to neglect making a declaration of in- 


tention to become citizens of the United States. | 


There are some now in this situation in the Ore- 

on Territory. This law cannot reach there until 
fateln the autumn of this year, or perhaps not until 
next spring. They cannot, therefore, have time 
to make their declaration and become citizens ac- 
cording to this provision of the bill as it now stands, 
in time to avail tiemselves of the bounty of this 


| Government. The object of the amendment which 


I have offered, is to extend the time for making 
their declaration of intention to become citizens 
until December, 185]. 

The question was taken upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Dunnam,]} and 
it was adopted. 

Mr. SACKETT. I move to amend, by insert- 
ing after the word “ white,”’ in the fifth line, the 
words ‘** or colored,”’ so as to admit of the dona- 
tion to colored as well as white settlers and occu- 

nts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion, 
that inasmuch as the adoption of the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman would restore that 
part of the section to the condition in which it 
stood before the insertion of the word * white,’’ it 
is not in order. 

Mr. SACKETT. If that is the decision of the 
Chair, I shall be compelled to take an appeal. The 
Chair will allow me to suggest what seems to have 
escaped his attention; that since the insertion of 
the word ** white,” the words ‘* American half- 
breed Indians”’ have been also inserted, 

The question being put, ‘ Shall! the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee?” it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 


| to insert ‘* three,’’ after “* fifty;” 
| ** who shall become a resident thereof on or before 


| 
| 





| resident in Oregon 
| The principle upon which he would vote these 
| bounties was this: 
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amendment as amended, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted. 

Mr. THURSTON proposed to move an amend- 
ment in section. eleven, line three. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that such an amend- 
ment was not yet in order, the committee not hav- 
ing reported that part of the bill. 

_ The fourth section still being under considera- 
tion— 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, inquired of the Chaix- 
man whether the phraseology “ settler or occti- 
pant,” (in the words propaut by the Committee 
on Territories to be inserted at the commencement 
of the section,) might not include others than white 
settlers? 

The CHAIRMAN said he could not undertake 
to give a construction to the language for the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. COBB, to avoid any such difficulty, moved 
to strike out the word “or,” and insert, in lieu 
thereof ‘* and.” 

The CHAIRMAN said that the amendment 
was out of order at this time. 

Mr. COBB moved to amend the eleventh line, 
by striking out * one-half,”’ and inserting * one- 
quarter;’’ so as to provide for the grant of one- 
quarter section, as make other amendments, in 
subsequent lines, to conform to this. 

Mr. JONES said he had an amendment which, 
relating to the eighth line, would come in before 
the gentleman’s. He moved, in the eighth line, 
so as to read 


first day of December, 1853,”’ &c. 
Mr. J.’s amendment was received, and the ques- 


Mr. JONES said the amendment he proposed 
would secure the benefits of this provision to ‘all 
those embraced within it who might go to Oregon 
and become settlers upon the public lands, on or 
before the Ist of December, 1853. As the section 
now stood, its benefits were secured only to those 
settlers who were already there, or who might go 
there prior to the Ist day of December next. 
Now it would be impossible for the citizens of any 


| State or Territory on this side of the mountains to 


go to Oregon and avail themselves of the benefits 


: | of this section before the Ist day of December 
posed to become American citizens if an op- |, 


next. He wished to prolong the time for three 
years, so that persons on this side of the moun- 
tains might have the opportunity of making their 
arrangements and removing to that country in 
time to avail themselves of the benefits of this sec- 
tion. 

Messrs. STANTON of Kentucky, and EVANS, 
of Maryland, addressed the Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that no remarks cr 


| amendments were in order pending the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
senstl 
Mr. JONES withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. EVANS, who was recognized, said he 
would yield the floor if the gentleman [ Mr. Jones] 
had withdrawn his amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved an amendment to the 
same, (the 8th line,) to strike out ‘* December’’ 
and insert “‘ July,”’ so as to extend the benefits of 
this provision to ane one who should become a 

efore the Ist of July next. 


He was for giving them (if at 
all) to those pioneers who had borne the brunt, 
who had gone forward and first settled that new 
country. He was in favor of giving to the pio- 


| neers the principal, if not the only, benefits of 


grants ofland. He was not for holding out, as a 
matter of speculation, prospective bounties to those 
who might hereafter go and squat upon the public 
lands. If they passed this section, extending it 
for three years, as the gentleman from Tennessee 
had proposed, or even extending it to next De- 
cember. the consequence would be, that compa- 
nies would go for hire, at so much per month, to 
squat upon the public lands and secure the bounty 
for the speculators who hired them. 
Mr. THURSTON (Mr. Scuenc« yielding) ex- 
lained that there was an express provision of the 
bin reventing any speculative operation of this 
kind, and requiring the settler to take dath before 
a court of record that he settled apon the laad in 
good faith for himself and rendering him liable to 
the pains and penalties of perjury if he made a 
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claim to bounty lands for any other person. The 
bill was drawn up in its present form limiting 
the period within which settlement must be made 
in order to evail the settler of these grants to Ist 
December, 1850, at his suggestion, and that time 
was fixed with the simple object of providing for 
a company of emigrants from Virginia who were 
now on their way to the territory. 

Mr. SCHEN 
grants were attempted to be hedged around by 
oaths; but our Jaws required too many officie! 
oaths; we had heretofore had oaths of this kind 
provided in our preémption laws to prevent illegal 
squatting, and they had too frequently proved like 
cobwebs, At any rate, he was not disposed to 
multiply provisions of this kind, holding out 
temptations to perjury. He feared that if they 
pew a provision of this kind, whereby a large 
younty (and this was large) was held out a num- 
ber of years or even of months in advance, they 
would in effect be saying to the speculators and 
capitalists throughout the country, Get together 
from the purlieus of the cities or elsewhere men 


THE CON 


| 


long enough. He considered it important that 
they should adhere to the principle that this land 


| should be given as a bounty only to those who | 


|| of Panama, and thence by splendid steamers up 
|| to Oregon, and get these lands for nothing, (if the | 
|| the time of granting the bounties was to be ex- 

K said he was aware that the | 


| for purposes of speculation, did not deserve the 


whose oaths are like dicers’ oaths, little to be re- | 


garded; send them out to this territory, and squat 
them upon the finest lands, and you will thus for 
a song become the owners of a princely domain. 


The section might not have this effect, he admit- | 


ted; but he wanted to take awa 


it. If bounty land was to be given, let it be 
given to the hardy pioneer, to the men who led 
the van of immigration and settlement in that 
new country; and let it be confined to them, as a 
compensation for their services and hardships in 


all temptations | 
to doing such a thing—to cut off the possibility of | 


opening up the country to settlement and laid the | 
foundation for its becoming a State at no distant | 


day. 
Again: in another section a eee bounty 
was given to those who should be 


come settlers | 


after 1850, but it was a bounty of less amount. | 
He proposed, therefore, if any bounty was to be | 
Ere to subsequent settlers, not to give the largest | 


ounty, to offer a reduced prospective bounty, 


and thus diminish the temptation to speculators | 
employing a rabble of loafers to squat upon the | 
public lands, and secure the bounty to those | 


whose tools they were. 


He therefore adhered to | 


his amendment, and should ask that a vote be | 


taken upon it. 
Mr. 


ARSHALL suggested to Mr. Scuencx | 


that if they inserted “ July,”’ it would be likely | 
to cut off emigrants who were now on their way. | 


Mr. SCH 
tended then two or three months. 


NCK said the time could be ex- | 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend | 


the amendment of Mr. Scnenck, by striking out 
‘“‘July”’ and inserting ‘* May.”’ 
said) for the purpose of giving a history of the 
origin of the provision granting bounties to settlers 
in Oregon. 
oa Public Lands, in the 30th Congress. 
amember of that committee; he 
introduced it there. 
mittee the reason of it. 


He was 


It had originated with the Committee | 


elieved he had | 
He wanted to tell the com- | 
It was not a part of the | 


‘* yote-yourself-a-farm’’ policy; nor was it the | 


pian of scheming politicians who wanted to give 


away the public lands for their own personal ag- | 


grandizement. It was introduced as some com- 


pensation to the hardy pioneer who conquered the | 
territory—not as an inducement to others to go | 
there, but as a reward to those whv had gone and | 


won for us that priceless jewel. 
be cautious about going further in giving away the 
public lands, untn they gave away the whole of 
them. There would be a plan brought before 
them this session to give them all away: he should 
vote against it. 

He recurred to the history of the action of 
the Committee on Public Lands, in the 30th 
Congress, in connection with this subject—giving 
the views of certain members of that committee, 
especially of the present Postmaster General, 
whi was then its chairman—a gentleman, he 
said, more intimately acquainted with the his- 
tory of the public lands and the proper policy re- 
specting them than any gentleman whom he (Mr. 
E.) had met in C . He said, that commit- 
tee, after due deliberation, had fixed upon the 


bounty and the time within which it was = 
e 
(Mr. BE.) had at first been in favor of extending | 


granted—which were adopted in this bill. 


the time to 1855, but had sarc er become 


convinced that to the Ist Decem 


= 


They ought to | 


| 
| 


: 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
| 





| gentleman from Oregon, had gone to the territory 





|| to satisfy their warrants. 


It was | 


had gone out and conquered the territory. 
now a very easy matter to run across the Isthmus 


tended.) Men who went to Oregon in this way, 


bounty. It was the men who, like the honorable 
under circumstances of peculiar difficulty and 
hardship; the men who had crossed the continent, | 
encountered the eterna! snows of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, suffered everything which men could en- 
dure in getting to that promised land, and who 
had won the territory for us, who deserved the | 
reward; and not those who, at this late day, 
crossed the Isthmus, and sailed comfortably up the | 
Pacific coast to Oregon, and squatted upon the | 
fine lands for speculative purposes. 

He withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. FITCH renewed the motion to amend. 
The provision of the bill as it now stands, is to 
operate on such as may become residents before 
December. Hetrusted that December would not be 
stricken out. The amendment proposed would 
exclude from the benefit of the provision all, who 
are now on their way to form settlements in Ore- | 
gon, who ought to come under its operation. He 
hoped, therefore, that the motion of thegentleman 
from Ohio would not be perserved in. He then 
withdrew the motion to amend. 

Mr. CONRAD renewed the motion to amend. 
He preferred the bill as it now stands, to the amend- 
ment of the gentlemam from Ohio. He appre- | 
hended that the adoption of that amendment would 
have the effect of embarrassing titles. Combina- | 
tions may be formed, the effect of which would be | 
to defeat the object of the bill. 
the object of this bill to encourage a speedy settle- 
ment of this territory, in order that it may be 
placed in a condition to defend itself against the | 
Indians, and thus enable the Government to protect 
the territory at less cost than if it was compelled 
to bring troops into the territory for that purpose. 

The CHAIR suggested to the gentleman from 
Louisiana, that he was speaking against his own 
amendment, and therefore, that his remarks were 
out of order. 

Mr. CONRAD said, he would merely add, that 
the bill requires four years settlement and cultiva- 
tion before the persons designated could claim the 
benefit of the bill. 

The question was then put on the motion to 








|| amend, by striking out the word ‘* December,”’ || 
He did so (he | 


and inserting the word ‘* May,” and was decided 


| in the negative. 


The proposition of Mr. Scuencx to insert 
“July”? was also rejected. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved an amendment which 
he subsequently withdrew. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved to amend the 
fourth section by striking out in the eleventh line 
the word “ half,” and inserting ‘‘ quarter;”’ and in 


|| line twelve by striking out the words “ three hun- 


dred and twenty,”’ and inserting in lieu thereof 


the words ‘‘ one hundred and sixty;’’ and by in- 
serting in line fifteen the word “ half,”” between 
the words “ one section;”’ and by striking out the 
words “* six hundred and forty,” and inserting the 
words ** three hundréd and twenty;’’ so that the 
bounty offered should be one-half of the amount 
of that contained in the section as it now stands. 
He had no knowledge of the opinion of the 
committee on that subject, but there was evidence 
enough of a disposition all round to dispose of the 
public lands very soon. And if we are to be too 
bountiful to those who make the first draft upon 
them, the railroad companies and other applicants 


|| who will be pressing on us from every quarter, 


will not be able to get all that they want. Oregon 
will soon be left without enough lands to sup- 


'| ply her settlers; and the soldiers who are entitled 


to their bounty lands will not be able to find lands 
He was satisfied that 
we should be liberal enough if we give one-half 
what is provided by the bill. This was what he 
voted for in committee last session, and which he 
was ready to vote for agaift to-day. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said he was satisfied 
that there was no quorum present. He moved 
that the committee rise. ' 
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He took it to be || 


May 28, 


ware question being put, the motion was nega. 

Tellers being demanded on the motion of My 
Coss to amend, Mr. Mason and Mr. Fow.er 
were appointed tellers. 

The question was decided in the negative before 
the noes were counted. 

Mr. SACKETT moved to amend the section jn 
line twenty, by inserting after the word * office” 
the following words: ‘* And no interest in the part 
so held by the wife in her own right, shall -be 
liable for, or subject to sale upon the debts of her 
husband.” 

He would make but a momentary explanation, 

| The half of the land described is by the bill given 

to the wife in her own right. But the effect of 
this provision might be practically defeated by a 
rule of common law which allows the property 
to pass from her, under certain circumstances, at 
the death of the husband. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved to amend the section in 
line twenty-nine, by inserting an amendinent pro- 
| viding that unless a foreigner shall have taken the 
final oath, under the naturalization laws, to make 
him a citizen, he shall forfeit all claim to the land, 
which shall revert to the United States. 

The object of this amendment was to prevent 
those who did not desire to become naturalized 
citizens of the United States, from participation in 
the benefit of this law. [n his opinion, the public 
lands ought not to be given away to aliens. 

Mr. SACKETT objected to the amendment, 
that its effect would be to cut off nearly all who 
have hitherto settied in the territory. If the mover 
of the amendment would extend it to one year, it 
would be better, 

Mr. DUNHAM said, the amendment gave am- 
ple time to all those who were now there to be- 
come citizens by the time specified. His only 
object was to provide for those who had already 
settled in the territory. The next section makes 
sufficient provision for those who may come there 
hereafter. This amendment gives ample time for 
those who are now there to avail themselves of 
the provisions of the bill, although they may not 
do it for two years. While he had every dispo- 
sition to extend the most generous treatment to 
individuals from all nations, whenever they may 
| come and present themselves for admission as 
naturalized citizens, he would not be willing to 
| open the door for persons who might come here 
for mere speculative objects, to take up a tract of 
land, and then put it into the market for sale, 
without contributing anything towards the culti- 
vation and improvement of the territory. 

Mr. SACKETT said, the amendment would 
cut off a portion of settlers. 

Mr. DUNHAM. How? 

Mr. SACKETT. Because it would take five 
years to come within its provisions. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said, tnat if the gen- 
tleman from Indiana would permit him, he would 
suggest a modification which he thought would 
fully meet the views of the mover, and would 
wre the objection of the gentleman from New 

ork. 

Mr. DUNHAM repeated, that it was not his 
object to hold out inducements.to such persons as 
might hereafter settle in the territory, but to those 
who are now there. If they take the first oath, if 
they are now in the territory, the five years would 
be running on from the time the bill is passed. 

Mr. MARSHALL rose to suggest a modifica- 





tion. 

Mr. DUNHAM expressed a willingness to re- 
ceive any suggestion. 

Mr. CONRAD asked when the five years were 
to commence? 

Mr. DUNHAM reed From this time. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said, that if the gen- 
tleman from Indiana would consent to withdraw 
his amendment, he would submit one, in the fol- 
lowing words, to come in the twenty-ninth line 
after the word “ n,” viz: ** but before any 
patent shall issue, the patentee shall become a cil!- 
zen of the United States.” This, he thought, 
would effect the object of the mover, and satisfy 
those who had doubts as to the operation of his 


tion. 

Mr. MARSHALL said, he pro: to offer 
an amendment as a modification of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. DUNHAM assented. 


¥, 
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an ARRIS inquired whether it was in order || the modification suggested by the gentleman from 
Pa eens from Kentucky to offeran amend- || Louisiana, and it was read, as follows: 
ment while the one he offered was pending? «“ further, That in all cases provided for in this | 


The CHAIR said he understood the gentleman || 
from Indiana as accepting the proposition of the 
gentleman from Kentucky as a modification of his 
amendment. , . 

Mr. MILLER moved that the committee rise, 
but, after some hesitation, consented to withdraw 
the motion. 

Mr. MARSHALL then moved to amend the 
section by inserting the following words; which 
were accepted by Mr. Dunnam as a modification 
of his amendment, to come in the fourth section, | 
afier the word ‘* Oregon:” 

« Provided, That no alien shall be entitled to a patent to 
jand donated by this act, until he shall produce to the sur- | 
veyor general of Oregon record evidence that his naturaliza- | 
tion as a citizen of the United States has been completed ; 
but if any alien, having made his declaration of intention to || 
become a Citizen Of the United States after th» passage of 
this act, shall die before his naturalization shall be com- 
pleted, the pe ry right acquired by him under the pro- 
visions of this act shall descend to his heirs at law, or pass 
to his devisees, to whom, as the case may be, the patent 
shalj issue: Provided, nevertheless, Transfers of title to land 
situated in Oregon by an alien or aliens, to each other, 
heretofore made, shall be of no force or effect, except as 
herein otherwise provided.” 

Mr. THURSTON intimated a hope that this || 
amendment would be adopted. 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The next amendment in order, was that reported 
by the Committee on the Public Lands, inserting | 
in the twenty-ninth line of the fourth section the || 
following proviso: 

« Provided, however, That this section shall not beso con- 
strued as.to allow those claiming possessory right, under the | 
treaty with Great B’ ain, relative to the Oregon Territory, | 
to claim both under this grant and the treaty, but merely to | 
ane them the election, and confine them to a single grant | 
of land.” 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend | 
this amendment by striking out the word ‘ posses- 
sory,” which he regarded as rendered unnecessary 
by the language of the next section. 

The amendment was agreed to. i] 

Mr. POTTER moved to reconsider the vote by || 
which the amendment before the last was agreed | 
to. He desired to point out the mischievous char- | 
acter of that amendment, as it prevented all who || 
had not perfected their naturalization papers from || 
holding their lands. 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired if his amendment 
had not been adopted? 

The CHAIR decided the motion to reconsider 
out of order at this time. 

Mr. POTTER remarked, that if the bill thus 
amended went to the House, and the previous | 
question should arrest any amendment there, the 
effect would be, that a number of the present set- || 
tlers would be defrauded of theirlands. He would, | 
therefore, if the motion te reconsider was out of | 
order, move to strike out the whole of the fourth | 
section. 

The CHAIR stated that this motion could not | 
be made while a motion to amend the section was | 
under consideration, as the friends of the bill had | 
the right to make it as perfect as possible. 

Mr. POTTER inquired if there was any motion 
to amend pending? 

The CHAIR replied that the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on Public Lands was 
under consideration. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the amendment 
of the committee in line twenty-nine by inserting 
immediately preceeding it, the following words: 

“ Provided, further, Thatinall cases provided forin this sec- 
tion, the donation shall be confined to and embrace the land 
actually occupied and cultivated.’ 

On looking carefully into this section, he had 
some doubts whether it ought to be amended as 
Proposed. At all events if required to be carefully | 
guarded. Donations ought in his opinion to be | 
confined to lands which wereactually settled. And | 
in order that there should be no doubt on this point, || 
he had offered this amendment. 

Mr. CONRAD thought the phraseology of the 
amendment was somewhat imperfect, and did not 
wey on out the views of the mover. 

r. 
that all the donations to be made shall be on 
lands actually settled, so that no land should be 
granted away which is already occupied, where 
there is a settlement. 7 
After some consultation, Mr. Vavron adopted 


* 























secti 
pied and cultivated by the settler thereon.’’ 


| twenty-ninth line of the fourth section the word 


|| from perpetrating a fraud on the Government, by 


| the fourth section. An amendment had been incorpo- 


| He thought it ought to be considered by the native | 
|| Americans as going quite far enough, when the 


|| laration of his intention to become a citizen before 


| by the, Delegate 


on the ation shall embrace the actually oecu- 
Mr. SACKETT suggested a further alteration. 
Mr. VINTON declined to make any other 


but withdrew the motion at the suggestion of 

Mr. THURSTON, who stated that if the bill 
did not to-day, he was assured on high au- 
thority that it weal lose its place on the calendar. 
In that case the people of Oregon would find them- 
selves disappointed in their expectations as to the 
relief which Congress was disposed to give them. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Vinton, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out in the 





‘“thowever”’ after the word “‘provided,”’ and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof the word “ also”—which was 
agreed to, 

Mr. DUNHAM moved to amend the section 
by inserting a provision to prohibit any person 


the employment of agents to purchase lands which 
might be afterwards held by others than those le- 
gally entitled tothem. It was read, as follows: 
Provided, further, That all contracts by any person or 
persons entitled to the benefit of this act, for the sale of the 
land to which he or they may be entitled under this act, be- 


fore he or they have received a patent therefor, shall be | 
void.”? 


Mr. THURSTON said that ten was already | 
guarded against by the provisions of the bill. 

The motion to amend was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the | 
committee rise and report the bill. 

The motion was decided in the negative. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on 
Public Lands was then agreed to. 

Mr. POTTER moved to strike out the whole of || 





| 





rated in this section, providing that no person shali 
secure a deed for any tract of land until he shall | 
have become a naturalized citizen of the United | 
States. Now every one who is acquainted with | 
the extent and character of the Oregon Territory, | 
must be able to comprehend the difficulty of travel- | 
ing hundreds of miles, over rough, mountainous, | 
and uninhabited wilds, with two witnesses, in 
order to prove before some court that he has re- 
sided in the Territory for the required term of five 
years, and is entitled to the benefit of this bill. 
| 
| 


bill insists that each person shall have filed a dec- | 


he could obtain his land. There were probably || 
not more than two courts in the whole of this ex- | 
tensive territory. 


in the Territory, and each of these held two terms | 
a year. 
Mr. POTTER resumed. ‘There then was a 
territory nae back, as we had been informed 
rom Oregon, about a thousand | 
miles, and it has ten courts for its law business. 
It would take no inconsiderable time over such a 
country to traverse the interva!s which lie between 
these remote courts. He condemned the principle | 
which denied a man the right to hold property be- 
fore he becomes a naturalized citizen. It was a | 
principle which was altogether abandoned in the 
western States of the Union, and had become | 
obsolete in New York and others of the Atlantic 
States. When an individual has put in a declara- 
tion of his intention to become a citizen, he is 
invested with the right to buy and hold property. 
And this ought to be enough to satisfy Oregon. 
There are the Hungarian refugees, who will prob- 
ably soon come here for a grant of the public 
lands, and he had no doubt that there would be 
found philanthropy enough in this House to give | 
them what they ask, without exacting even this | 
declaration from them, Other foreigners there are | 
also who have good claims to be regarded as com- 
petent and worthy to receive the same privilege. 








N explained that his object was || He hoped, therefore, that no such odious proposi- 


tion would be i ted in the bill. If it should 
remain there, he would vote against the bill. 

He withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CROWELL said he would renew the 
motion, for the purpose of saying a few words in 


a 
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reply to his colleague. It appeared to him that 
there was sufficient reason for the insertion of the 
provision. 

The CHAIR considered that, as the gentleman 
was about to speak in opposition to his own 
motion, his remarks were out of order. 

Mr. CROWELL said he would then content 





o- || himself with withdrawing th 
Mr. STANLY moved that the committee rise, | warming the motion. 


Mr. McCLERNAND asked that the section 
should be reported. 

The section was then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. BOWLIN, with a view to save time, moved 
to strike out all the proviso. He could not com- 
prehend any sufficient reason for the exclusion of 
all foreigners from the benefit of this bill. By 
retaining this proviso, we shall destroy the whole 
chain of titles of almost all the present occupants 
of the territory, who were al! foreigners a short 
time ago. 

Mr. MARSHALL said that that was precisely 
the object he had in view in desiring the transfer 
of titles. As he understood it, the Hudson's Bay 
company, after acquiring by treaty possessory 
rights, settled their servants and members on the 
lands with an understanding that we would grant 
them preémption rights; and they entered on these 
lands with that understanding. 

Mr. BOWLIN resumed. The Committee on 
Public Lands had made abundant provision in 
ther amendment. They provided that no one 
should have a double claim—both under the bill 
and under the Oregon treaty. How many are 
there, he asked, of those who have been for the last 
twenty years occupants of the territory, who were 
native Americans? They were composed of all 
nations, and all the titles by which they held their 
lands would be thrown into confusion by the prop- 
ositions ingrafted on this bill. He hoped that the 
proviso, as it now stood, would be stricken out, 
and hereafter he would endeavor to get the pro- 


|| viso, as it was reported from the Committee on 


Public Lands, restored to the bill. 

He withdrew his motion. 

Mr. FOWLER moved that the committee rise, 
but the motion was decided in the negative. 

Mr. SACKETT rose to renew the motion to 
strike out. 

Mr. CLINGMAN asked what was the ques- 
tion? 

The CHAIR. . To strike out the provisos after 
line twenty-ninth of the fourth section. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. What was the motion of 
the gentleman from Ohio? 

The CHAIR. The motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio was to strike out the whole section. 

Mr. CLINGMAN submitted that it was not in 
order to move to strike out a part when there was 
a motion to strike out the whole section. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order. 

Mr. SACKETT (speaking on a pro forma 


|| amendment) said he had been all along a friend tc 
Mr. THURSTON said there were two courts | this bill; he was in favor of granting the public 


land liberally to the hardy pioneers of our western 
border; but two provisions had been ingrafted 
upon this section, that would, if persisted in, pre- 
vent his support of the bill. e should never 
vote for a bill that contained the odious feature 
this now contained of discrimination aa to color. 
He would never sanction a principle that the 
bounties of the Government should be dealt out 
to a favored class. Let all be served alike, both 
white and black. There was no distinction im 
reason or in justice. The portion of the American 
people of a darker skin than our own, if they suf- 
fered the toils, the hardships, the privations of a 
life in the wilderness—if they cultivated the lands 
of Oregon, were as well entitled to the beneficent 
provisions of our laws as any other class. Far 
from me, sir, to seek to build up castes and 
ranks, one over another, or set one class above 
another, by any vote of mine in @ law of this 
land. We have no right to make this distinc- 
tion, and if it is made in this bill, I shall do what 
I can to defeat the whole measure. This example 
in our early legislation for our western fronwer is 
potential oF much evil; and I for one protest. against 
it at the very threshold. : : 

The other offensive provision is nothing more 
nor less than Native-Americanism in disguise. 
Cover it up as you will, it is intended to prevent 
foreigners from securing the benefits of this law, 
notwithstanding they may have complied with 

every provision of it, been inhabitants of the 
| country, occupied and cultivated the land the same 
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The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Srronc.) The Chair 
would inquire of the Chairman whether he report- 
ed the bill to the House? 

Mr. STRONG said he had been instructed by 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union to report nothing, and he had reported noth- 
ing to the House. It might be proper for him to 
state, and he had stated, that there was a motion 
made in committee, that the committee rise and 
report a resolution making the bill they had had 


May 29, 


a majority of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union refuse to take up the California 
message, whether . may not take up this bjlj ) 

The SPEAKER. It would be improper for th. 
Chair to decide points of this character, because 
they are legitimately questions for the decision of 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of th 
Union. The Chair has no hesitation, however, 
in expressing his opinion, that the Califor, 
message, being the first business in committee 
would have to be announced as the first bus iness in 
order; if the gentleman entitled to the floor Upon 
that message should move to pass it by, or yielq 
to allow such a motion to be made, and it shouyig 
be agreed to, other business would come Up in 
the order prescribed by the rules. 

Mr. THURSTON. Do I understand the Chai, 
to say that a majority of the Committee of th. 
Whole on the state of the Union may take y 
the unfinished business in regard to Oregon when 
the House again goes into committee? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to be yp. 


as a native-born citizen. Sir, this is a kind of 
legislation [ shall never uphold or vote for. When 
the Congress of this country tarns a Native-Amer- 
ican assembly, to deal out partial legislation only | 
to native-born citizens, by such injustice as is con- | 
tained in this section, it is time we began to look || 
to our condition. We are inviting the oppressed | 
of other lands to our shores, to people our coun- |, 
try, and then propose to cut them off from equal | 
rights and privileges. Sir, the place of birth has | 
litde to do with the merits of the settlers of this under cousideration relative to Oregon the special 
far-off country; and i, for one, will never bring in || order immediately after the President’s me € 
question the place of the nativity of those who clear | transmitting the constitution of California should 
away the forests, build the first cabins, and || be disposed of. The Chair, however, had only pro- 
form the first border-settlements of the West. || pounded to the committee that which he believed 
There is no streak of Native-Americanism in me. | alone to be within its province, viz: the motion 
I am for equal privileges toall; and if they cannot |) that the committee rise. That was all the action 
be secured in this bill, I hope it will be defeated. || that had been taken. 

The question was then put on the motion of Mr. The SPEAKER. The Chairman reports, then, 
Bow, to strike out all the provisos to the fourth || that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
section; and it was determined in the negative— || the Union have had the state of the Union gener- 
ayes 37, noes 89, || ally under consideration and particularly the bill 


ent ata nee ee ee 


Mr. WINTHROP asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee to make a suggestion. 

No objection being made. 

Mr. W. preceeded. It was quite obvious (he said) 
that a bill of this importance and of these detailed 
provisions in regard to the Oregon terrritory could 
not be finally acted upon te-day, by the usual hour 
of adjournment. here was hardly a quorum 
present; it was growing very dark in the 
der the influence of an approaching storm; there 
was, he believed, a general willingness on his side 
of the House, and he hoped there would be on the 
other side, that the committee should rise, with 
the general understanding that this bill should be 
allowed to retain its place asa special order next 
week. 

There were general manifestations of assent and 
a few of dissent. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he was willing to agree 
to the arrangement proposed after the committee 
should have taken the vote upon the pending ques- 
tion. 

Mr, BOWLIN suggested to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Winrurop,] that the under- 
standing be, that the bill should be made the 
special order after the debate on the California 
message was terminated and that question was 
disposed of. 

Mr. WINTHROP stated that the honorable 
member from Oregon assented to the idea, that 
ther should rise and report the bill to the House, 
with a recommendation that it be made the special 
order next after the California question should 
have been disposed of. For himself (Mr. W.) he 
had no objection to this course being taken. 

Cries of ** Agreed,’’ 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, suggested to the gen- 


tleman from Massachusetts, that the debate on || 


the California bill, according to his recollection, 
was to terminate on the second Tuesday in June, 
and that the bounty land bill had been made the 


special order for the third Tuesday in June; he | 


was fearful if this Oregon bill were made the spe- 
cial order immediately after the disposition of the 
California question, it might interfere with the 
bounty land bill. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the question on 
the motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Wiyrtirop,] that the committee rise. 

No objection being made— 

he question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

The committee accordingly rose. 

Mr, STRONG (their chairman) reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the state of the Union, generally, 
under consideration, and particularly the bill ‘ to 
create the office of surveyor general of the public 
iands in Oregon,”’ &c., and had come to no con- 
clusion, except an understanding that it be recom- 
mended to the House to make the said bill the 
special order of the day immediately succeeding 
the final disposition of the question growing out 
of the message of the President of the United States 
transmitting the constitution of California. 

_ Mr. JONES inquired if the Chairman was en- 
tirely correct in the report he had just made? Flis 
(Mr. J.'s) ee et that the commit- 


tee, by general consent, had to rise and re- 
port the bill with the oatidbentanes that it be 
made the special order next after the California 
question was disposed of. 


No. 250, and have come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. STRONG moved that the bill which the 
| committee had had under consideration (No. 250) 
| be made the special order immediately after the 
| conclusion of the special order in regard to the 
| President’s message transmitting the constitution 
of California. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 


all un- |/ gentleman from Pennsylvania, that message is not 
|| @ special order. That question has priority in 


committee, but it has never been made a special 
order by resolution of the House. 

Mr. STRONG. I move, then, that the bill I 
have referred to, relative to Oregon Territory, be 
made the special order immediately after the Pres- 
ident’s message transmitting the constitution of 

| California, and all incidental questions, shall have 
been disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can only be en- 
tertained by unanimous consent. 

| Objections were made. 
| Mr. WINTHROP rose to a question of order. 
| He wished to ask the Chair what was the condi- 
tion of this bill, (relative to surveys, &c., in Ore- 
gon)—whether the fact that it was now the latest 
unfinished business on the calendar did not leave 
it the first business in order whenever the House 
should again resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, unless there were 
If the House 
| went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union, whether it should be on Monday, Tues- 
| day, or Wednesday, he understood that this bill 
would be the first business in order, (being the 
unfinished pone unless a special order was 
expressly assigned for that particular day, which 
would override it. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, in 


special orders that pnts 


| reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, that 
i President’s message transmittin 


the con- 
stitution of California, is not the special order, but 
has priority in Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, and would have had on yester- 
day and to-day but for the fact that the House had 
set apart these two days for the special considera- 
tion of the territorial business. These special orders 
| having expired, in the opinion of the Chair, the 


| President’s message transmitting the constitution 


of California resumes its position in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and is en- 
titled to consideration previously to this bill rela- 
tive to Oregon, or any other bill, unless it is made 
a special order for that particular day, or from day 
to day until disposed of. 

Mr. WINTHROP. I beg to suggest whether 
the latest unfinished business does not take prece- 
dence? : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would have no 
hesitation in answering the question of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts affirmatively, but for the 
fact that this business becomes unfinished business 
by having been made a special order. This special 
order having expired, it loses its priority. 

Mr. WINTHROP. It ceases to be a special 
order, though I confess I do not see that it loses 
priority; however, I am not disposed te press the 

int at present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 


| properly itis not a point of order for the Chair 


to consider; but that it would be a question for the 
committee to decide. : 
Mr. DUER. 1 wish to inquire of the Chair, if 


derstood. When the House again goes into Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, in 
the opinion of the Chair the first business in order 
unless some speciai order intervene, (and the Chair 
knows of none at this time,) will be the California 
message; if the member entitled to the floor on that 
question, should submit a motion to lay that bij 
aside and proceed to the consideration of other 
business, a majority of the committee could cop. 
trol the order of their business to the extent of lay- 
ing aside that bill, when other business before the 
committee would have to be taken up in the order 
prescribed by the rules of the House. 

Mr. STRONG. I move, then, in obedience to 
what was, so far as I know, the entire, uniform 
understanding of the committee, that this bill be 
made the special order for the day immediately 
succeeding that upon which the President’s mes- 
sage shall have beer disposed of. 

r. PRESTON KING, (to Mr. Srronc.) Af. 
ter the message and incidental questions shall have 
been disposed of? 

Mr.STRONG. Yes; and that the special order 
continue from day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. PRESTON KING., I suppose that the 
intention of the gentleman from Pennsylvania is, 
to make this bill the special order after the Cali- 
fornia bill shall have been disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania as offering a motion 
that the bill which the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union have had under consid- 
eration to-day, be made the special order for the 
day after, a’ to Mr. Srrone)—Does the 
gentleman name a a 

Mr. STRONG. Say the 12th of June. 

Mr. PRESTON KING. I rise to a question of 
order. I wish to know whether, if this bill be 
made the special order for that day, (12th June,) 
it would not take precedence of the California 
message, if that message and the questions grow- 
ong out of it should at that time be undisposed of? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would. 

Mr. PRESTON KING. I object to its being 
made a special order for a particular day, then. 

Mr. STRONG said he would modify the mo- 
tion, then, and move to make the bill the special 
order for the oy immediately succeeding that 
upon which the House should have made a final 
disposition of the President’s m transmitting 
the constitution of California, and that it continue 
the special order, from day to day, until disposed 


of. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I object to the motion as 
being out of order at this time. 

e SPEAKER. The Chair has stated, that 
the motion could only be entertained by unani- 
mous consent. 

The motion of Mr. Srnone, to make the bill a 
special order, was not, therefore, entertained. 


ep THE RECESS, AGAIN. 


Mr. HOUSTON rose to a privi question. 
Geilted understood we the iam ve this pan 
a ution, that when the journe 

to-day, it should be to meet at ei 1 Block to- 
morrow morning for of then adjourn- 

ing over two or three days to allow the proper 
officers to make summer arrangements in the Hall. 

He did not understand that a motion had been 


made to preonenit that He now submitted 
that motion for this reason ‘That it had not been 















a for the House to adjourn for so shorta 
ne tr t which was proposed. It would not 
afford a sufficient opportunity to make the sum- 
mer arrangements, which he knew could not be 
made in less than four days. He knew that, at 
least, four days were necessary, from the fact that 
he had happened at the last session to serve upon 
the committee who had charge of this subject. 
The consequence would be, unless this vote was 
reconsidered, that the officers of the House would 
be obliged to proceed on Sunday with the arrange- 
ments of the Hlall, expecting that the House 
would meet on Monday for the transaction of 
business as usual. If, therefore, the House ex- 

cred the new arrangements to be completed by 
Monday, they would impose upon the officers of 
the House the necessity of working upon the Sab- 
bath. Besides, it was known to gentlemen that 
a very distin uished gentleman from aa 
‘Bishop Camp ell) was to preach in this Hall on 
the Sabbath; and he hoped that no arrangement 
would be made to (ee ree the service. 

Mr. JONES said he understood that the arrange- 
ment would not interfere with the By Soe gs of 
that gentlemen to preach here on the Sabbath; and 
if the Summer arrangements should not be en- 
tirely completed on Monday, the House could 
then adjourn again. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish it to be understood— 
because I know it was not contemplated by the 
mover that this House adjourn again on Monday— 
that the arrangements cannot be completed by that 
time. This | know to be a fact from past expe- 
rience. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table, and I move that the House 
adjourn. : 

The question was taken, and the motion to re- 
consider was laid on the table. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. MASON asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw from the files the papers of Jesse R. Jack- 
son, in order for their presentation at the Pension 
Office. 

The motion of Mr. Barry being agreed to, 

The House adjourned. 





NOTICE OF A BILL. 

By Mr. PHELPS: A bill granting the right of way over 
the public lands to the Missouri and Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, and donating land to the State of Missouri to aid in 
constructing a railroad from St. Louis to the western line 
of Missouri. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of A. C. Lippett 
and 83 others, citizens of New London, Conm cticut, for 
the establishment of a marine hospital at that place. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Charles H. Buxen- 
a of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, for an increase 

pension. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of. Willis Wilkins. 

By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of William Harris and 
® other citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, ask- 
eg tengrees for an immediate modification of existing tariff 
aWs. 

Also, the petition of John C. Lessig and 67 other citizens 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress for an 
immediate modification of existing tariff laws. 

Aiso, the petition of Jeremiah Reed and 53 other citizens 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking for an immediate 
modification of existing tariff laws, 

Also, the petition of Thomas Pethenick and 57 other citi- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking for an im- 
mediate modification of existing tariff laws. 

Also, the petition of William Hofman and 38 other citi- 
zeus of Schuyikill county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress 
for an immediate modification of existing tariff laws. 

Also, the petition of Andrew Levering and 49 other citi- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking 
for an immediate modification of existing tariff laws. 
om ve — 7 ee ae 7 other — 
¢ county, Pennsylvania, as ngress for an 
immediate modification of existing tariff laws. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial 

: I and 6 eae i 
Association, asking that the grades of medical officers of the 
navy shall have the same degree of rank, relatively, to offi- 
cers of the line in the navy, as grades of medi- 
cal officers in the army now possess, ing to law. 

Also, one signed Pune W. Thompson, M. D., and 12 
Paine aaa lle - a the revision of the 

ene ashington, May 7, 1850, for the 


By Mr. REED: The petition of Thomas Miller and 69 
» citizens of Washi county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ng for sueh the present tariff as shall secure 
ample protection to our national interests against foreign 


© Also the of \ : 
the same objece William Whiser and 22 others, for 


ao 
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on pediien of Samuel Bigger and 33 others, for the 
same 
Also, the petition of John Ramsey and 44 others, for the 
same 
Also, the petition of James 8. Crawford and 45 others, for 


Also, the petition of George C. Stoolfire and 26 others, for | 
the same object. 


' 


the same object. 

Also, the petition of James Moore and 14 others, for the 
same wa | 
Also, the petition of John Foster and 17 others, for the || 
same object. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of David E. Beaty i 
and 28 others, citizens of Butler county, Ohio, praying that || 
a joint resolution may be passed by Congress, authorizing || 
the Secretary of the Navy to order one of the national ves- 


sels to transport across the Atlantic such delegates as may || 
go from this country to attend the Peace Congress to be | 
holden in the city of Frankfort, Germany, in August next. 

Also, the petition of John H. Thomas and 47 others, citi- 
stan of Jacksonsburg, Butler county, Ohio, for the same | 
object. 1] 

Also, the petition of Andrew Patton and 83 others, citi- | 
zens of the town of Springsborough and vicinity, in the 
county of Warren, and State of Ohio, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of James George, William P. Young, 
and others, officers in the war with Mexico, praying for an 
appropriation of land similar to that given to the soldiers 
who served under them. 

Also, the petition of Henry C. Bruce and 3 others, citi- 
zens of Bloomington and vicinity, in the county of Clinton, 
Ohio, for the establishment of a post-route from Wilming- 
ton, in said county, via Bloomington to Jamestown, in the 
county of Greene. 

By Mr. JOHN A. KING: The memorial of Dr. John R. | 
Rhinelander, in favor of the medical officers of the Navy | 
of the United States. 


IN SENATE. | 
} 





Wepnespar, May 29, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 
ate a communication from the Department of the || 
Interior, transmitting translations and copies of 
documents to accompany the report of William 
Carey Jones, communicated April 22d, 1850, in 
compliance with a resolution of the 17th ultimo. 

Mr. FELCH moved that the documents be | 
printed, and that additional numbers be printed 
for the use of the Senate; which motion was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. HALE presented a memorial of citizens of || 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, stating that they 1 
had found the tariff of 1846 most disastrous to |, 
their industrial pursuits; that the system of lay- | 
ing a uniform duty according to invoice in a for- || 
eign country has proved fatal to all those pursuits || 
in this on in which labor constitutes the 
major part. They ask, therefore, for a system of 
specific duties upon all articles which come in 
competition with American products, ofan amount | 
equal at least to the ad valorem duties which would | 
have been collected under the present law, if for- || 
eign manufactures were at the same prices which 
prevailed when that law was passed; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a petition from the members of the Free | 
Congregational Church of Milwaukee, Wisvon- 
sin, asking that the bill now pending in the Senate 
which provides for the recovery of fugitive slaves || 
may not become a law; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Wilton, in New 
Hampshire, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, anda || 
petition of citizens of New Hampshire, asking that 
slavery may be prohibited by law in certain territo- 
ries of the United States. 

Also, a petition of the members of the Meth- | 
odist Episcopal Church, asking that slavery may || 
be prohibited by law in the territories of the Uni- || 
ted States, and abolished in the District of Co- || 
lumbia. | 

Also, a petition of the Salem Quarterly Meeting | 
of Friends in Ohio, asking that Congress will make | 
no further provision by law for the recovery of || 
fugitive slaves. | 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of | 
William Archer, of the city of Washington, ask- 
ing that Congress would pass an act to authorize || 





Frisby, asking indemnification for Frenchi 
tions prior to 1800; which Was ordered to lie on 
the table. 











San Francisco; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


Mr. PEARCE presented a petition of Richard 


| Mackall, asking compensation for property de- 
stroyed by the enemy during the last war with 
Great Britain; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee of Claims. 


Also, a memorial of the heirs of Elizabeth 
lia- 


Mr. CLAY. Ihave received a petition from a 


|| number of citizens of the county of Berks, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, irrespective of party, rep- 
resenting that, under the present tariff law, their 
iron, coal, and other interests are unprofitable, and 
that many of their laborers are thrown out of em- 
ployment, and consequently are unable to earn the 
means of subsistence; that labor is depreciated in 
| value, and that destitution and distress prevail; 

and praying for a modification of the tariff and a 

change from a system of ad valorem to specific 
| duties, sufficient in amount to afford protection. 


Mr. President, | have heard with great concern 


| that those interests referred to in Pennsylvania are 

suffering, and that a great number of their furnaces 
|| are out of blast, and the laborers are dismissed: I 
have heard, with reference to some other interests 
connected with manufacturing, that a great deal of 
distress is prevailing. 
one thing, hewever, the country may be assured, 
that until this unhappy question of slavery is settled 
in some way or other, Congress will not, Congress 
cannot look to any other of the great interests of the 
country. For myself, say, with perfect truth, that 
so completely has my mind been engrossed and mo- 
nopolized by the importance of this subject, by the 
consequence of a failure on the part of Congress to 
settle this question, that | have been utterly unable 


1 am very sorry for it. Of 


to look to any other subject of national interest 
with the care that it demands. I have not felt an 


emotion, I declare solemnly, | have not felt an 
/ emotion connected with party politica since the 


commencement of the present session; 80 entirely 
is my mind engrossed with a desire to settle this 
question, and leave legislation once more free to 


survey the interests of the country, and do what 
those interest may require. 
such an adjustment, for one, | shall be disposed to 


Sir, if we can make 


look with care into these interests, and, without 


| attempting to introduce any extravagant system of 
pee for an 


of them, I shall be disposed to 
ook at them; and I am sure I speak the sentiments 
of most of the members on both sides of this 
Chamber, when I say, they will be disposed to give 
that attention to these interests which they require. 

I am happy to be able to avow, and to announce 
to the country, that I have had, in my anxiety to 
settle the questions connected with the institution 
of slavery, a free intercourse with many Demo- 
cratic friends. I have known them better, and ap- 
preciated them more, than when looking at them 
through the eyes of party; and | am strongly in- 
clined to believe that they, as well as the other 
side of the House, will be disposed to look into 
these distressed portions of the manufacturing in- 
terets; and if there is a real necessity for doing 


| something, moderate and not extravagant—some- 


thing to save them from ruin—I am persuaded that 


| all parts of the House will come up to the rescue. 


But I cannot repeat too often that till we settle 


| these great questions which are now threatening 
| to divide the country, it will be utterly impossible 


to look at any others. I move that the petition be 
received, and laid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GREENE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
James Edwards, asking payment for losses in- 
curred by the destruction of his property during 
the Seminole war, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same, on the ground 


the President of the United States to cause one or || that an adverse report had already been made und 


more of the public ships to be stationed in the ce || concurred in by the Senate. 


of San Francisco, to receive and safely keep a 


the gold collected, to prevent it being taken out of | 


the United States in an uncoined state; and that e 


States; and that the 
$17 an ounce and the real value be applied to 
make a railroad from the national metropolis to 


i 
treasurer and refiners of gold may be appointed to i 
each ship; that the gold be bought for the United | 


ithout regard to 
that fact, it had been referred to the Committes on 
Military Affairs, without any additional! evidence, 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the several memo- 


rtion of its value between || rials of merchants, shipowners, and other citizens 


of Baltimore, ooking that a law may be passed 
defining the duties of skippers and limiting the lia- 
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bilities of the owners of freighting ships in certain 
cases, reported a bill to limit the liabilities of ship- 
owners, and for other pur ; which was read 
and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
bill to amend the act entitled “ An act granting a 
section of land for the improvement of Grant river, 
at the town of Potosi, in the State of Wisconsin,”’ 
reported back the same without amendment. 


THE ORANGE AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have a report from 
the Committee of Claims, which I am directed 
to present, in reference to a claim amounting to 
$120,000, preferred by the Alexandria and Orange 
Railroad Company, a4 assignees of the State of Vir- 
ginia, for that amount of money advanced by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to aid the Government 
of the United States in the erection of public baild- 
ings in the city of Washington. I am instructed 
to make astatement of the facts and arguments by 
which the claim has been urged before the com- 
mittee, and to ask that the report be printed for the 
use of Senatore, and to request that the Senate will 
instruct the committee what to do with reference 
to the claim. The committee have not settled on 
the facts and arguments, and the Senate can do it 
just as well without as with the action of the com- 
mittee. I have individually prepared a resolution 
to accompany the report, for the purpose of bring- 
ing the matter before the Senate, proposing thet 
the committee be instructed to bring in a bill for 
the payment of the claim without interest. The 
report is the action of the committee; the resolu- 
tion is my individual act. 

The motion to print the report was then agreed to. 

The Secretary next read the resolution submitted 
by Mr. Unprrwoop, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
report a bill providing for the payment to the President and 
Directors of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company 
the sum of $120,000, but without interest, in full of that sum 
advanced by the Commonwealth of Virginia to the use of the 


United States, to aid in the erection of public buildings in the 
District of Columbia, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution lies 
on the table one day under the rule. 


PORT OF BALTIMORE TONNAGE DUTIES. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred House bill No. 97, 
being an act to continue in force an act therein 
mentioned relating to the port of Baltimore, re- 
ported back the same without an amendment, and 
recommended its passage. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HAMLIN. In 1791 an act was passed by 
the Legislature of Maryland authorizing the impo- 
sition of a slight tax upon the tonnage of vessels in 
the port of Rahisors, of only two cents per ton upon 
vessels ofabovesixty tons burden. Thatact expired 
by its own limitation, and was renewed by an act of 
Congress limiting its continuance to 1808. It has 
been revived from time to time to the present. The 
act renewing it for the last period will expire with 
this month, The por thus raised upon the 
tonnage entering that harbor is appropriated to its 
repairs, and to the affording of commercial facili- 
ties. This act has always been in existence since 
1791, and | apprehend that, as the bill has passed 
the House, there can be no objection to it. The 
Committee on Commerce are united in the opinion 
that it should receive the favorable action of the 
Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I hope the 
Senate will concur in the opinion of the committee. 
There seems to be a necessity for money from 
some source to aid in clearing out the harbor of the 
port of Baltimore, which is subject, from natural 
causes to be filled up with mud. This has been 
found to be a convenient way of furnishing the 
means of keeping the harbor dredged and clear, 
’ and 1 believe the Government has experienced no 
inconvenience from it. 

There being no proposition to amend, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, was read a third time, 
and passed, 

PRIVATE BILL. 


The bill for the relief of Joseph P. Williams, 
which was yesterday ordered to be engrossed, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

CALIFORNIA AND OREGON. 
Mr. SEWARD. 1 wish to call the attention of 





| say much about it. 


the Senate to a communication received from the 
President a few days ago, in answer to a resolu- 
tion submitted by the Senator from Florida, [Mr. 
Youuze,] calling for the correspondence between 
the different departments of the Government and 
the United States naval and military officers in 
California and Oregon. When this communica- 
tion was received a motion was made to print it. 
It was, however, subsequently withdrawn, on the 
aa. that the papers were in part confiden- 
tial. I have examined them, and find nothing 
which can be considered confidential. I therefore 
move that they be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over on day under the rules: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to communicate to the Senate the information possessed by 
or properly within the scope of his department in relation 
to the applications of private claimants to the Hot Springs 
of Arkansas, or any portion of the four sections of land sur- 
rounding these springs, reserved from sale since the 2d of 
April, 1832, together with the action of the General Land 
Office and of any other of the Executive Departments in 
relation to such applications. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill for the payment of outstanding loan- 
office and final-settlement certificates, issued for 
money loaned or for services or supplies during 
the revolutionary war. 

BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a branch mint of the United States in 
the city of New York. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. Brap- 
BuRY to amend the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, by substitating for the pro- 
posed additional sections the provisions originally 
submitted by Mr. Benron. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have no desire to oppose 
all proper regulations for California; I would pre- 
fer, however, that all these questions sould. ba 
kept separate from the bill to establish a mint in 
the city of New York. But still, as there is a 
very strong feeling that something should be done 
at the same time for California, | will make no re- 
sistance. The proposition is this, as I understand 
it: The Senator from Mississippi moves to estab- 
lish two assay offices in different parts of Califor- 
nia,and the Senator from Maine revives the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri, which is to 
establish one assay office anda mint. I am in- 
clined to think that is as much as is now necessary 
for California. If it shall be found that more are 


| necessary, when California comes to be admitted 


I do not wish to 
favor some arrangement 
which may meet the present necessities, but I pre- 
fer that it should not be added to this bill, But 
as a large portion of the Senate, at any rate, desire 
to add something to this bill, the Senate must, 
without any particular affirmative action or resist- 
ance on my part, take such action as nay seem 
best. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1! would suggest to the mover 
of this proposition to strike out both assay offices 
instead of orfé, and leave that matter of assay 
offices to be regulated hereafter, simply providing 
for a mint at San Francisco. 

Mr. DICKINSON. There is an assayer in every 
mint. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me, that under all 
the circumstances of the case, that is the best way 
we can now dispose of the matter. I have no 
doubt that a mint in the proper place, to melt and 
refine the gold dust and send it forth in the sha 
of coin for the purposes of commerce, may G 


as a State, they can be provided. 


feeded. Coin will be needed there for that purpose. 


I have no idea that they will coin enough for all 
the commerce of the Pacific ocean; but I believe it 
will be found best for the miners and for Califor- 
nia to confine its operation to the supply of the 
local demand for coin. The export of gold from 
California is destined perhaps to be as important as 
the export of cotton from the South, and is des- 
tined to have animportant and an immediate bear- 
ing.upon the commercial calculations of the world. 
I believe, therefore, from all I have been able to 
learn in relation to it, that it is best now only to 
establish a mint at San Francisco. If it shall be 
found, as I think probably it will be, that another 
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office is required, it can be established 

I hope, therefore, the Senator from Mare ill 
confine his amendment to the establishment of 
mM BRADBURY. 

r. RY. I would say to the 

from Virginia that my amendment sondoe tt 
cisely what he desires. The explanation whiet 
1 undertook to make led the Senator into an erro 
The amendment proposes the establishment of e 
assay office at San Francisco, in the mint to be 
established there. My purpose, in Moving thi 
amendment, was to provide for the present be. 
cause we are not in possession of all the informa. 
tion which we may have when California js repre 
sented on this floor; and, therefore, while it ig 
necessary we should do something to furnish tha, 
Territory an assay office, and ultimately with , 
mint, we should go no further than is absolute} 
necessary till we get that information, of which { 
hope, we shall soon be in possession. So that noy 
the ese is to establish one assay Office, and 
a mint hereafter; and, if necessary, other assay of. 
fices can be established at the points indicated ) 
the Senator from Mississippi, or at such other 
points that may be found more convenient. | an, 
satisfied that if we establish ‘assay offices, as pro. 
posed in the amendment of the Senator from Mis. 
sissippi, we shall need one at San Francisco, and 
shall, ultimately, have to establish one there, s 
that we shall have a larger number than will be 
necessary. It will be much easier to extend the 
number, if necessary, than to retrench hereafter, 

Mr. BENTON. When it was first proposed by 
the Senator from Mississippi to make two assay 
offices, I agreed to it; but, on looking at the map, 
my opinion is that the offices there will not sui; 
the diggers nor the purchasers—will not be conve. 
nient to the mines nor to the Pacific. They ar 
near the mouths of the rivers, and the mines are 
distant along the sides of the mountains, Sa 
Francisco is at tide water. I therefore think tha 
the amendment should be adopted in the form in 
which it was first proposed, and which, I think, 
meets the ideas of the Senator from Virginia; that 
is, to establish a mint at San Francisco, and as 
soon as the building and machinery are ready— 
which will not be in much less time than two 
years—the same person who has occupied the 
office of assayer can be appointed as assayer in the 
mint, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish to offer a 
very brief statement in relation to this matter. The 
purpose which I had in proposing the two points 
for the establishment of assay offices was to benefit 
California. I have no other purpose now than to 
relieve the miners of the burden which they now 
bear in the tax on gold dust, resulting from the ne- 
cessity of carrying it to some market, instead of 
having assay offices near to the mines. The poinis 
I indicated were in the vicinity of the two princi- 
pal mines which have been worked. We know 
that a great deal of gold has been found in 
other parts. Gold is said to exist in Oregon and 
in other places. We know there is gold tn Mexi- 
co in abundance, and in the northern parts of So- 
nora there are said to be the richest mines. If these 
assay offices are located in the vicinity of the mines 
now worked and known to be rich, and put in up- 
eration, with or without a mint at San Francisco, 
I think they will best meét the wants of the people 
of California. [ said on a former occasion that | 
thought it proper and desirable to have a mint at 
San Francisco. The Senate thought otherwise, 
and I yielded to their decision; and | shall yield to 
the decision of the Senate now, whatever it may 


be. 
Mr. BADGER. I should be extremely happy 
to hear what is the precise question before the Sen- 


ate. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. Davis] proposes to amend the 
bill by adding a section providing for the establish- 
ment of two assay offices in California. The Sena- 
tor from Maine [Mr. Brapsury] proposes to strike 
out that amendment, and insert sections providing 
for a branch mint at San Francisco, California. 

Mr. CLAY. I understand that the proposition 
now before the Senate is simply to establish 4 
oe mint at San Francisco without any assay 
office. 

Several Senators. With an assay office. 

Mr. DICKINSON. An assayeris necessary ‘0 
a mint as a matter of course. 


Mr. BENTON. I will explain the proposition 
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its 
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in. Itis to establish a mint at San Francisco, 
gy s3 soon as the building and machinery are 
‘jy, that the President shall appoint officers, an 
aver among others. But, then, there is a sec- 
er afterwards—the 10th section—which provides 
ov Sosing that it will take two years to get the 
wt eed) that the assayer shall be appointed 
vamediately> and shall open an assay office in San 
Franciseo, which will be a part of the mint, and 
will be absorbed into it whenever it goes into op- 
omr, CLAY. ‘Then the proposition pending is 
the same as the amendment originally introduced | 
by the Senator from Missouri. ‘ 
Me. BENTON. Exactly. 

Mr. CLAY. Then I understand it. I have 
on merely to express the hope, that we shall | 
come to a vote on this subject as soon as we can. 
With regard to the mints proposed to be estab- 
jished, | do not mean to go into any argument as || 
to their propriety or desirableness. Before | left | 
home,and while in conversation with distinguished | 
men, L came to the conclusion—which has been || 
strengthened rather than weakened by subse- | 
quent events—that a mint at San Francisco was 
necessary, was highly proper, and should be || 
established without any delay. That is still my 
opinion. 

























































































that it ought to be established. When | was last 
in New York I went te the Sub-Treasury office 
and saw the amount of gold there, and I talked 
with merchants and men of most intelligence, on 
this subject; and I think it is necessary. But 
while | say this, I would say that there are two 
mints in existence that ought not to be in exist- 
ence. One of them is in North Carolina and 
the other in Georgia. I shall make no proposition 
to discontinue them. But I shall go for the New | 
York mint, and for the San Francisco mint. I | 
think that, both are necessary, and I have merely 
risen to express that opinion. 


Mr.SEWARD. Do I understand that the ob- | 


ject of the amendment is to strike out the provis- 

jon for the establishment of a mint at New York, 
and insert one for a mint at San Francisco? 

Several Senators. No, no. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I am quite as | 

= anxious as the honorable Senator from Kentucky | 

that the question should be taken on the subject. 


But, nevertheless, I will take the liberty of stating, | 


very briefly, the reasons why I shall vote for the 
amendment; and why, unless it is disconnected 
from the establishment of a mint at New York, I 
stall feel myself compelled to vote against the 
whole bill. 

{t was remarked, the other day, by my friend | 
from New York (Mr. Dickinson] that it was a 
litle remarkable that the strongest opposition to | 
the establishment of a branch mint at New York | 
proceeded from those gentlemen who had mints 
in their own neighborhoods. 
able friend had only considered for a moment, I 
think he would have seen that the answer to that 
was, that it was very remarkable that the most 
strenuous advocates of the branch mint in New | 
York should be Senators and Representatives from 
New York. The circumstance of opposiffon to | 
the establishment of the proposed branch mint | 
coming from gentlemen who lived in the neighbor- 
hood of other mints, is a mere accident. t so 
it cannot be with regard to the circumstance of 
the stre of the advocacy of the proposed mint, 
coming from the quarter from which it does. 


Wi rd to the mint in North Carolina— | 
and | would extend the same remark to the mint | 


| will it save to anybody? Thesum is exceedingly 


| returning it to the city of New York, paying in- 


; . '| concur entirely with the views expressed the other 
Now, with respect to the other mint, proposed || day by my honorable friend from Maryland, (Mr. 
to be established at New York, I am also satisfied || Pearce. 


|| the public money of the country in a part of the 


Now, if my honor. || 
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has been said, there has not been any reason 

assigned why any mint should be established in |, 
the city of New York. We are not now engaged |, 
in establishing a principal mint for the United 
States, and selecting a site at which that mint 
should be established. We have a mint. We 
have a mint within five hours of the place at which 
it is now pr to establish a mint. We have 
a mint perfectly competent to coin all the bullion 
and all the foreign coin that will seek recoinage. 
And no reason that I have yet heard assigned has 
the smallest tendency to convince me that any 
necessity requires the establishment of a mint in 
the city of New York. Who will it benefit? Not 
the country at large. What amount of money 


inconsiderable, and the probability is that the in- || 
terest upon the annual outlay in maintaining that 
mint, after it is erected, would defray all the ex- 
penses of transporting the foreign coin and bullion 
from New York to Philadelphia for recoinage, and 


|New York at the expense of Philadelphia. 
| 1 would much rather vote for a bill to abolish 
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enterprise. She is entitled to it all. But there is 
no reason in the world why the Government 
should step in and lend its assistance to promo'e 
And 


every branch mint in the United States than to 
vote for a bill to eatabiish a branch mint in the 
city of New York, the necessary and inevitable 


| consequence of which, in my judgment, will be to 
| destro 
| depends upon this Government, to lend its aid in 
| assisting her more successful competitor in outstrip- 


the mint at Philadelphia, and, so far as 


ping her. These are my views. I shall therefore 
vote for this amendment, and then against the 
whole bill, 

Mr. DICKINSON. This is a great public 
uestion. It was discussed years ago, The 


| Senate have repeatedly passed judgment upon it; 
| and I have not risen to protract this debate. It 
| is time to vote. 


And now I beg the friends of 
the bill and its opponents to cease talking, and to 





surance upon its transportation and safe return. || 


Now, for what purpose is it established? For 


| what object is this public money to be laid out? 


What public reason is there for it? [ have been 
utterly unable to see any. And on this subject I 








On the other hand, there seems to me to be very 
strong reasons why there should be a branch of 
the mint of the United States established in Cali- | 
fornia. I shall not enter into these reasons. They 
are apparent. And although at first I was satia- 
fied, from the explanation given by the Senator 
| from Mississippi the other day, that the assay 
| offices proposed might be sufficient for the present, 
[ am now entirely satisfied that these assay offices 
will not answer the objects in view; and that, 
therefore, it is important to the United States, im- 
| portant to the whole country, and beneficial to the 
| whole country, that a mint should be established 
| there. I have heretofore expressed my views, 
| and [ will not now trouble the Senate with a repe- 
| tition of them, against the expenditure of this 
| money at New York. 
| As to the branch mints spoken of in North 
| Carolina and Georgia, at least with regard to the 
| one in my own State, 1 would say that | believe 
| it has, to a great extent, turned out to be a hum- 
bug establishment, without any such necessity, 
| and without producing any such convenience as 


of a mint there. But it has this advantage: it 
| has cost very little money, it costs a very small 
| annual expenditure, and it distributes a little of 


ay where but very little has ever been ex- 
pended. 


|| ent with what | consider to be my duty. 


| was supposed would follow from the establishment || 


take the sense of the Senate on this subject by a 
vote. 
Mr. STURGEON. Mr. President, I am sorry 
that [ am not able to vote for the amendment 
proposed by my friend from Maine to the amend- 
| ment of the Senator from Mississippi. I am dis- 
| posed to afford every facility to California consist- 
I am 
| disposed to vote for the amendment of the Senator 
| from Mississippi, which proposes the establish- 
| ment merely of assay offices there, in preference 
| to the amendment of the Senator from Maine, 
| which proposes the establishment of a mint in 
California. 1 do not think that a mint is abso- 
| lutely necessary there at this time. 


| Mr. President, in relation to this branch mint 


| at New York, I must say that I fee! constrained 
| to oppose it. I shall send a letter to the Secre- 
| tary’s table to be read, by which it will be shown 
that the disadvantages under which the merchan’s 
| of New York now labor, or pretend to labor, 
| are entirely removed. I do sot myself see the 
| necessity of sending al! the foreign coin that 
| comes to the oF of New York, to the city of 
| Philadelphia for the purpose of being coined. “The 
| stamping of the American eagle on gold or silver, 
or stamping the name or denomination of the coin 
| on it, will not keep it in our own country or send 
| itto Europe. It will go out or remain in the 
| country, just as the necessities of commerce de- 
;mand. Hence there is no necessity for recoin- 
} age in all cases. 
|| Sir, the principal difficulty under which the 
| merchants of New York appear to labor, is the 
| distance, the delay, ard inconvenience of getting 
| gold coined or recoined at Philadelphia, and gei- 
| ting it sent back to New York. It has been said 
| that, in point of time, five hours only is the dis- 
| tance between New York and Philadelphia. The 





It is now proposed to appropriste some half a 
million of dollars, and to subject the Treasury toa 

early annuity of sixty or seventy thousand dol- 
ars, for the purpose of establishing a branch mint 
in the great commerial emporium of the United 
States. And, sir, what strikes me as an additional 
and overpowering objection to this measure, is, 
| that the real and ultimate effect of this establish- 
ment will be not merely to add a branch to the 
mint system of the United States, but to transfer 
the principal mint from Philadelphia to New 
York. It cannot be believed that, after such a 
mint shall have been established and in operation 
in New York, the people of this country are 
going to maintain two great establishments in 
such immediate proximity to each other, when it 








in Georgia, if my friends representing that State 
wil not consider it in some degree unkind—I 
would say that I look upon them both as being 
very unnecessary parta of the minting establish- 
ment of the United States. They were, however, 
once established, upon some probability, some 
plausible ground, of public propriety and neces- 
sity. They were establisied for the purpose of 
bringing into the neighborhood of the mines of 
those States the means of converting the products 
of those mines into the gold coin of the country. 
Atthe time they were established, there 
poseies could not be rted to the mint at 
eontdra on een o a great — 
transportation e country, without 

much loss of time and much expen. 
On the one hand, Mr. President, after all that 


must be obvious to the whole country that one or 
the other is entirely unnecessary. 

| Now, for one, | am not disposed to take from 

| the ancient city of Philadelphia, dear to the Amer- 
ican people by so many revolutionary associations, 
this establishment, and transfer it to the city of 
New York, which has so far outstripped her in 
commercial prosperity and wealth, and which 
must, in the nature of things, make her advance 


above Philadelphia greater and greater in the prog- | 


ress of time. I am not for stripping Philadelphia 
of what was once given to her, and which she has 
so well used, merely for the purpose of adding 
| every species of incidental advantage to the im- 
mense, overpowering, and vast prosperity which 
centres in New York. 1 envy not the city of New 
York her What she has, she has ob- 
tained y by natural causes, ana partly by her 





|| New York merchants have now nothing to do but 
|| deposit their gold in the Subtreasury at New York, 
| and send a certificate of the amount to Philade}- 
|| phia; and, under the recent legislation of Congress, 
| the treasurer of the mint at Philadelphin, to meet 
| such deposits, can send a check on to New York 
| for the amount. Hence the merchants of New 
| York have no longer to wait until the foreign coin 
or bullion can be coined or recoined. This may 
not perhaps apply to the gold dust which may be 
| brought intothe country. But, as I said before, it 
will only take five hours to carry it to Philadel. 
phia. It may, perhaps, be there detained for a 
day or two, in order to assay and fix its value, 
and stamp that value upon it. And then all that 
the New York merchant has to do, is to receive 
his certificate from Philadelphia—for it is not 
necessary to send the coin back to New York— 
and draw the money from the Subtreasury at 
New York. Thus, the delay which has been com- 
plained of, is avoided. The same time which ig 
necessary to assay the gold dust in Philadelphia, 
| would be necessarily consumed in New York; so 
| that the only difference would be the time required 
|| to send the certificate to New York—five hours. 

Mr. President, 1 will close these observationg 
by the reading of the letter of Mr. Snowden, 
treasurer of the mint at Philadelphia, showing 
the ability of the mint to meet all demands upon 
its capacity, and explaining the effect of the re. 
cent legislation of Congress. I will notadd any- 
thing to his letter. I now send it tothe desk 1¢ 
be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 
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Mun or rae Unrrep States, 
PatcaDeLPuia, May 25, 1850. 

Gewriemen: The President having approved the act to 
increase the bullion at the mint, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has adopted measures to enable us to resume prompt 
payments. All the certificates for gold bullion will be paya- 
ble on Tuesday or Wednesday of next week. In view of 
the fact that a considerable amount, say about $1,500,000, is 
due to depositors at New York, and as that amount is pro- 

«i to be drawn from the office of the assistant treasurer 
in that city, L intend to go to New York, and pay the mint 
certificates directly from the treasury there, and thus save 
the expense and delay of transporting the money to this city 
and back again to that place. This arrangement will be car- 
ried out as soon as I receive from the Treasury Department 
at Washington the transfer drafts in my favor. These I ex- 
pect to receive on Monday next,as | have been informed to- 
day, by a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, that the 
Treasurer of the United States has been directed to cause 
the transfers to be isened. 

You will please publish in your paper the foregoing in- 
formation, in such form as you may deem best, as it is im- 
portant to the public and to the holders of mint certificates. 

Very respectfully, 
JAMES ROSS SNOWDEN 
Treasurer U. 8. Mint. 


Mr. SEWARD. I do not know, sir, what 
may be the state of this bill, and therefore, with- 
out entering into the subject at all at length, I 
wish to submit one or two observations in reply 
to remarks that have been made in reference to 


the establishment of a branch mint in the city of || 


New York. The communication which has just 
been read shows this extraordinary fact, that, 
owing to the failure of the mint at Philadelphia 
to coin the amount of bullion and foreign coin 
sent from New York to Philadelphia in proper 
time, the Government has been obliged to resort 


to the expedient of sending an agent from Phila- || 


delphia to New York to pay off the amount of 
certificates given to merchants and bankers in that 
city for gold sent to be coined at Philadelphia; 
that is to say, that the mint in Philadelphia has 
been under the necessity of using the subtreasur 
of tHe city of New York to pay out the coin oa 
lected there, and thus to relieve the pressure which 
has been created for want of sufficient coinage. [ 
think that this circumstance alone shows the ne- 
cessity and the great importance of establishing a 
mint in the city of New York. 

But it has been asked, of what use and to whom 
is the use of establishing a branch mint in the city 
of New York? I answer that the expense, the 
loss, and the burden which falls upon the commu- 
nity of New York has been, at various times, not 
less than fifty thousand dollars a year for want of 
a mint in thatcity. But it is said that some of 
the gold which would be coined at that mint is 
extracted from the mines in California, and it is 
asked what would be the use of a mint in the city 
of New York? I answer, that the very same 
reason which dictates the necessity of a branch 
mint at California; the same necessity which 
would preseribe its establishment there, pre- 
scribes, with .equal if not greater force, the neces- 
sity of estabi'shing a branch mint in the city of 
New York. What is the necessity or object of a 
mint anywhere? It is to receive the gold which 
is uncoined, whether in bullion, or in ingots, or in 
foreign coin, and convert it into money, which 
will be received and passed by our mercantile 
operations into circulation in the country. Now, 
then, it appears that the gold which is extracted 
from the mines in California does not go into cir- 
culation without subjecting the miner to a loss of 
two dollars upon every ounce; and therefore it is 
apparent that, by the establishment of a mint 
there, the sum of two dollars upon every ounce of 
California gold is saved to the country. Now, 
take the other alternative. Ten times as much 
gold comes annually into this country by the way 
of the city of New York as has yet been received 
from the mines of California. This is foreign 
gold, much of it foreign coin; and as it comes into 
the city of New York, so it goes back again, 
without being recoined, and it does not therefore 
enter into our circulation; and the reason is, that 
it cannot be circulated as money, because, not 
having received the stamp, the impression of the 
Government, it is not practically circulating coin. 
It is a collection of coins from other countries, 
every piece of which has to be weighed every 
time it is received or paid out, precisely like the 
gold in California. The argument, therefore, 
which proves the necessity of establishing a branch 
mint at California, proves equally the necessity of 
the establishment of a branch mint in the city of 
New York; and the question in both cases is pre- 
cisely the same; that is, whether, in California, you 


will establish a mint at the mines where the gold 

is gathered, or take it to a distance of a hundred 

miles; so, if you are to have a mint on the At- 

lantic coast, the question is, whether it should be 

atthe point where the most gold is imported, or 

whether it should be a hundred miles from that 
int? 

Mr. BADGER. I asked the question, Mr. 
President, “‘ For whose benefit is this expense to 
be incurred?’’? I had supposed it was to be in- 
curred for the benefit of the merchants of New 
York; and I collect from the observations made 
by the Senator from New York, who has just 
| taken his seat, that in that supposition I was cor- 
rect. Then, sir, what is it that is asked to be 
done? It is that the United States should expend 
half a million, or perhaps a million of dollars in 
the erection of a vast building, asa mint, in the 
city of New York, and further incur the payment 
| of perpetual annuities, in the shape of salaries to 
the officers and incidental expenses, to the amount 
of some sixty or seventy thousand dollars more. 
And this, sir, is to be done for what purpose? It 
is to relieve the commercial interest, or rather the 
| mercantile men, of the city of New York, from 
what grievance? Why, the Senator says that, at 
| some times, it has happened that, in consequence 
of the want of a mint in the city of New York, 
the merchants have had to pay the sum of $50,000 
in one year. Then, sir, in the first place I remark, 
| what is the sum of $50,000 a year to the merchants 

of the city of New York—those merchant princes, 
| who count their incomes by hundreds of thousands 
of dollars? And for the sake of saving such a 
sum to such men, of such immense wealth, and 
of such vast resources, for the sake of saving this 
occasional sum of $50,000 a year, the Government 
is to expend a capital of half million or a million, 
and then to incur an expenditure of sixty or 
seventy thousand dollars more, for all time to 
come, Sir, it is unreasonable for the merchants 
of New York to ask such a thing; it is ungenerous. 
There is no real foundation or necessity for such 
athing. One would have supposed, that if they 
were subjected to these incidental charges for the 
want of a mint, they would have told us of hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars which they had to 
pay; butno such thing. Oh, no; but, simply in 
order that they may be relieved from an occasional 
loss of $50,000, the Government shall assume the 
perpetual yearly payment of some sixty or seventy 
thousand dollars, besides a large outlay in the 
erection of a building. 

Then, sir, there is another reason assigned by 
the Senator from New York. He says that the 
foreign gold that comes there does not answer the 
purpose of a circulating medium in the country; 
that it has to be passed by weight; that the people 
| are not familiar with it. Sir, all this is true; but 
| how does it happen that this gold is not recoined? 
It is not because there is nota mintat New York; 
it is because there is no direct reason why those 
who hold it should ask the recoinage of it. It 

sses into the banks to meet bills, and, Congress 

aving made it a legal tender in the payment of 
debts due to the banks, in that respect it answers a 
better purpose than the gold coinage of the United 
States. It answers every purpose; it meets every 
demand made upon them; it is a legal tender, and 
one which nobody refuses to receive. It is therefore 
a shield to them in the demand for money; and so 
| long, Mr. President, as we allow by law foreign 
coin to be a legal tender in payment of debts, it 
will never seek recoinage in any considerable 
amount; but repeal that law which makes it a legal 
tender, and certainly the banks in New York will 
find no great inconvenience from the immense dis- 
tance between that city and Philadelphia, orthe vast 
length of time they may have to wait, or the vast 
| amount of expense it will incur in having it re- 
| coined. I say they will not be deterred from any 

or all of these considerations from having it con- 

verted into Amercain coin. 

Again, sir, nothing has been said in answer to 
the objection which I have already stated, that 
this is a question in fact, though not in terms, 
whether we shall transfer the mint from Philadel- 
phia to the city of New York, or leave it where it 
is at Philadelphia. Now that is the real question. 
I think no gentleman here can believe that after 
that mint is established in New York the country 
will permit within five hours’ reach of each other 
two large establishments of that kind. .Either one 
of them will be amply competent to coin all the 
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gold which is for both places; an a, 
consequence will be that the public will jut 
that the one or the other of them shall be din 
tinued. If either of them is to be discontinued ; 
will be that at Philadelphie, a circumstance whi 
oe is vie A. es and to the a a 
plishment of which | will not contri ; . 
reetly or indirectly. Contribute sith 
Mr. DICKINSON. I do not see that the j 
of expenditure become either larger or smaller 


being stated over so many times. e have h by 


great deal of discussion on this bill, and much ade 
the Senate wil 


etition of argument, and I hope 
wa nae 0 _ ry 

r. , now, sir, perfec 
that it is not the object of the friends, of aoe 
ure, nor to their interest, to have the question fylj 
discussed; for when the facts shall all be elicit 
and understood by this body and by the 
I think that every gentleman will make up his 
mind, that when he votes on this question for th 
establishment of a branch mint, he is votin 2 
one, not of local interest merely, but one which 
affects the interest of the whole country. 

Now, sir, the’first question which I propounj_ 
and it is one which every man should propound jy 
himself before he casts his vote on this question 
is, “ Will the establishment of a branch mint ip 
the city of New York bea benefit to the country» 
and then, ** Will it be in the discharge of the dy 
of the Congress of the United States in so esta), 
lishing it, to make everything easy and pleasay, 
to the people, and to promote their interes)” 
Now, what is the state of the facts? We hay 
already four mints in the United States, and 
are asked to establish one more in California, which 
will make five, and another in the city of New 
York, which will make six. Now, sir, what is tie 
capacity of the various mints already establishe 
to perform the work for which they were designed: 
Can they coin all the bullion, or recoin all the fop. 
eign gold that is brought into this country now) 
Why, sir, they can not only do this with perfec 
ease, but they can coin four times as much as the 
largest amount that has ever come into this country 
in any one year, or that willcome into it for many 
years to come. That is the fact. The largex 
amount of coinage that ever was made in the Uni- 
ted States in one year was in the year 1847; it 
was twenty millions of dollars ; and in no other 
year besides that, since the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment, has it ever amounted to more than four 
millions ; and that twenty millions of dollars was 
coined with perfect ease, not employing the me- 
chinery a tenth part of the time; and the certif- 
cate of the treasurer of the mint is now before us, 
or at ieast was before us the other day, showing 
that the coinage of eleven millions of dollars cost 
only a little over $5,000 for its transportation be- 
tween Philadelphia and New York. Then lay 
this proposition down as true, that the capacity of 
the mint at Philadelphia is equal to the coinage of 
four times the amount of all the bullion and for- 
eign coin that has yet been brought into the coun 
try in any one year. If that be true, then the 
question propounded to us is this: ‘ Whether # 
men, as individuals representing our own interests, 
having a capacity in regard to buildings and m- 
chinery sufficient to coin four times the amountol 
money we have ever had occasion to coin in aly 
one year, we would go to work and establish ar 
other mint at an enormous cost?”” And if we 
would not do such an act as this in pursuance of 
our individual interests, ought we to do it as Set- 
ators and Representatives of the United States. 

Now, sir, what is alleged in support of this 
proposition to establish a branch mint in the city 
of New York? It is not that it is to suit the get 
eral convenience of the country, but to sult the 
convenience of the merchants of the city of New 
York. And what is that. convenience? Simply 
that in getting their bullion and their coin to and 
from Philadelphia to New York, they are to p#y 
the sum of $5,000 for every $11,000,000 coined. 
And what are we todo? We are to increase this 
amount by the establishment of another mint, and 
saddle the country with an immense expense 
The Senator from New York says, that the mer- 
chants of that city occasionally lose $50,000 in ho? 
for want df amint. And who loses this $50, 
An elevated and enterprising class of merchants, 
whom I would always give every necessary facillt} 
for the transaction of their business, and whose 
interests-at all times.I would be careful to protect 
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® ot whose expense does he want us to save it, and 








1850. 
— 
ir, they sometimes are subject to a loss of 
Well, ® . hy And how? By transmitting their 
pullion and their foreign coin from New York to 
philadelphia, and their American coin back again 
o New York. And what does the Senator want? 
What does heask ustodo? He wants us to save 
this amount to the merchants of New York. And 








And can we do it? Will wedoit? Asa Repre- 
sentative of the State from which I come, and 
having a regard for my constituents, dare I do it? 
Upon what principle can I do it? Upon no prin- | 
ciple of fairness or justice whatever. I would be | 
acting in direct contravention of the deliberate dic- | 
tates of my own judgment were I to do it. In my | 
individual capacity I should be glad to see the | 
smiling faces of the ayes. om and enterprising | 
merchants of New York, and to do anything in my | 
power to subserve their interests. But whi 


to what amount? Wh : sir, $50,000 are to be 
saved to merchants of New York, and you are to 
tax the whole people of the United States to an 
enormous amount to effect this saving. Now, look 
at the proposition, and when you look at it, can 
ou wonder that the Senator from New York does 
not desire the question to be investigated and dis- 
qussed? And in addition, what are you to do more? 
Why, sir, you are to invest $500,000 in a suitable 
building for the purpose, and the interest on that 
at six per cent. will be pois more, thus taxing 
the laboring classes of the country annually to the 
amount of pO in order to save, not $50,000 
annually, but $5,000 annually—and save it to 
whom? Not the whole people of the United States, | 
but the merchants of the er of New York. And 
these are the grounds on which you are asked to 
establish this mint. Sir, no other country on the 
face of the earth has the number of mints that we 
already have, and yet we are asked to establish 
more. 

But, Mr. President, there is another idea about || 
this. Here is the question; and I say when we 
are going to do a thing let us do it fairly; let us 
come boldly to it. The question is this—and it is 
the only question—whether it is prudent or expe- 
dient to remove the mint from the city of Philadel- 

hia to that of New York? Now, let the bill be 
Crought in in that way; let it be * A bill to trans- 
fer the mint of the United States from the city of 
Philadelphia to the city of New York,’’ and then 
| will consider it. How would such a billas that 
operate? If you pass it, as a matter of course all 


le, in | 


things, in my representative chararcter I have no || 
such authority. 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Now move the spe- 
cial order of the day. 

Mr. DAWSON. The Senator from Kentucky || 
begs that I will now call for the special order, and || 
I move that we now proceed to it. 

Mr. DICKINSON. If my friend from Ken- 
tucky will allow mea few words I think we can 
soon come to a vote, 

Mr. DAWSON. 
my remarks, and the time for taking up the special 
order has passed. However, I give way. 

Mr. PEARCE. 











the bill till to-morrow ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have but a few words to 
say, and I would rather say them now. I do not 
think that the honorable Senator from Georgia 
displayed his usual courtesy when he much more 
than insinuated that there was a disposition to 
shrink from discussion here, and to obtain the pas- | 
sage of this bill unfairly. Sir, 1 never shrink from | 
discussion or responsibility in anything that per- | 
tains to me; and I can tell that Senator, and every | 
other Senator, that 1 am ready to meet him and | 
every other Senator in the discussion of this bill. | 


the machinery now in use in the mint in Philadel- || Mr. DAWSON. I know your ability to man- || 
phia would be transferred from thence to the new || age discussion; but I relied upon your sagacity to | 
mint to be established in New York. You would || avoid it. [A lau Bd 
sell the public building used in Philadelphia for Mr. DI KINSO . Very true; I wished to | 


that purpose, and in that way comparatively little 
expense would be incurred. I cannot, however, 
feel myself justified in first appropriating the sum 
of $500,000, and then making an additional annual | 
appropriation of $100,000, merely for the purpose 
of saving to the merchants of the city of New 
York the small amount supposed to be Tost in the 
transportation of the bullion and the coin between 
New York and Philadelphia. I know that the | 
commerce of New York is great; | know it is | 
very natural that the merchants of New York, and 
those gentlemen more particularly representing 
their interests here, should desire the establish- 
ment of a mint there; and yet they know well that 
the very mint poy, weeks establish in that city is 
the mint of the United States which is now at 
Philadelphia. Well, when they wish to remove 
that mint, let them come to the question fairly and 
say out boldly that New York isthe proper place for 
it, and that the Government ought to establish it 


avoid it, but it seems I cannot. Sir, this question | 
has not only been urged upon the consideration of | 
the country by the Executive Department year 

after year, but the bill this year was introduced | 
among the first of the session, from a responsible 
committee, and its consideration was asked for | 





to-day? 
in which statistics on both sides of the question 
were ably entered into, the only thing which we 
hear to-day is the argument which was made the 
other day, with these same statistics repeated by 
my friends around me, and we are told that we 
fear discussion. Sir, whence does this challenge 
come? Whence does this opposition come? It 
comes first from my friend from North Carolina, a 
State in which there is a branch mint; and from the 
last returns of the mint there, it appears that it cost 
the country seventy-two dollars and eighty cents 
J to coin a hundred pieces, aughter;} and, in the 
there. Bat it should not be asked to be done, Mr. || second place, it comes from my friend from 
President, on the pretext of saving a smallsum to || Georgia; and the last returns from the mint ir 
the New York merchants, and by which are || that State show that it cost the country sixty- 
to inflict a large amount of additional taxati upon || seven dollars and four cents to coin a hundred 
the whole people. And, sir, 1 would ask, is the || pieces of money, [renewed laughter.}) And 
city of New York alone to be considered in this yet, after this, they are alarmed at this little ex- 
matter? Su pose the people of Boston were to || pense to the country, requisite for the co#itruc- 
ask for the establishment of a branch mint in that || tion and management of a branch mint in New 
bee If the city of New York is entitled to a || York. I have no doubt, that in their individual 
ranch mint, why is not the city of Boston? It || capacity, they would be terete tous all. As 
ee costs Boston something to transport her || representatives, however, living in the vicinity of 
uilton and foreign coin to Philadelphia for re- || these mints, they cannot support the establishment 
coinage; and, as the distance is considerably greater, || ofa branch mint in the city of New York, although 





€ amount of cost must be greater in proportion. || at that port more than two-thirds of thé whole | 
same rule, therefore, if these arguments are || revenues of the United States are collected. Sir, | 
| what a monstrous mistake in legislation is this, | 


to prevail, which would authorize the establish- 
ment of a mint in the city of New York, would 
une the establishment of one at n; and 
same rule would apply to the city of Charles- 
ton. And are we to tax the country in this la 
annual amount for the benefit of a few mercantile 
individuals in these cities» Mr. President, [ thought 


| to pay seventy-two dollars for coining a hundred 
ieces! This is not a question, as maa babe stated, 
‘or the mere benefit of a few New York mer- 
chants; and if it were, I would ask, are they men 
who are placed beyond the pale of civilization and 


right? Sir, such arguments as we have heard to- 


We were reaching a day of reform and retrench- | day in reference to the New York merchants, 
erie carefulness of the public expenditure. || ought to be made upon the stump, and not in the 
t, instead of Senate of the United States. * They ask to have | 


that, here we are proposing to ex- 
we what would be equivalent oe of || the rights that belong to them, and nothing more. 
a, and for what purpose? What can we || But, sir, it has been attempted to array popular 
nage brit? The saving of from five to jjudice against them as a class of men, by de- 


sand dollars annually to the city of New Yor,  omninaling them “ merchant princes.”” I would 
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my individual capacity, [ might do these clever || manner again, if 1 can prevent it. 


| ground. 
I have a few words to say on || 
this bill, and I would suggest to the Senator from || 
New York [Mr. Dickinson] whether it would not || 
| be better to postpone the further consideration of || possessed ample capacity to perform all that a 


|| States. 


and had, a few days ago; and what have we heard | 


Why, after a full debate, the other day, | 
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ask, is that the way to convince the understand: 
of the Senate of the United States? So far from congas 
ing discussion, | will invite it, and I will invite it 
from this moment to the end of the session, even if 
it should last as Jong as our long sessions usually 
do. I must say, however, that I desire action on this 
bill. I know how this bill was defeated once be- 
fore, by refusing it the common courtesy of having 
it read more than once on the same day. Sir, that 
was once the action of this body on this bill; but 
I do not intend that it shall be defeated in that 
Ifa majority of 
the Senate is against the establishment of a branch 
mint at New York, alll ask is, that they should 
express their opinion on the matter. But, sir, that 





'| opinion is not to be affected by mere declamation. 


Sir, the other day, in the remarks which | made, 
I placed this question on the highest ground. | 
stated that it was a question for the whole Union; 
and was I not fortified in that statement by the 
able message of the President of the United States, 


| and the more detailed message of the Secretary of 
Well, but I had not finished | 


the Treasury, in which he said that t was a ques- 
tion for the whole Union? { placed it on no local 
My notions are as broad as the United 
States themselves in regard to these public ques- 
tions. 

Sir, we were told that the mint at Philadelphia 


| mint was required to perform in the United States. 
| Was not that question fully discussed the other 


|| day? What new idea, or even new words, have 


been given us to-day in regard to this question? 


|| Why, sir, not only has there been no new idea on 


the matter, but even the old words have been 
adopted, [a laugh,] only with a little more assu- 
rance. Yes, sir, the old words have been given 
'us. Now, sir, let me say that, while much has 
been said about the capacity of the mint at Phila- 
deiphia to do all that is required of it, it would 
appear, also, that the mint at Charlotte and that 
at Dahlonega could do so likewise, for at the one 
it costs seventy-two dollars to make a hundred 
| pieces, and at the other sixty-seven dollars for the 
same work. They would, no doubt, have still 
| more capacity to do the work, because they are 
further from the centre of business. Sir, this 
proposition is not one of merely local interest; it 
is one which is to benefit the people of the United 
It is asked “‘ for what benefit? It gives 
| them a solid currency. The Philadelphia mint 
has coined $11,000,000 recently. Certainly she 
has worked wonders; but I aver that in all her 
| coinage for the assistant treasury at New York 
| the average time has been forty, and, when she 
|| has been hard pressed, even sixty days before the 
|| money could be returned. What merchants, then, 
|| whether they are “princes’’ or not, could lie out 
] of their money for that length of time without 


| 





| being subject to a great inconvenience? Sir, it. 
was only the other morning that | saw a notice 
|| intimating that the treasurer of the mint of the 
|| United States in paying off a million and a half of 
|| dollars would go to the city of New York for thas 
|| purpose. And for what reason? He goes to New 
|| York for the purpose of saving the expense and 
|| delay of transporting the money from the city of 
|| New York to Philadelphia and back again. Now, 
|| if there be no expense and delay attending the 
|| operations of the mint at Philpdeiphia, why does 
|| this gentleman leave that quiet place and go to the 
|| city of New York for the purpose of paying the 
|| money? My argument the other day was, that 
I in the natural order of things this money would 
|| not be carried back and forth from New York to 
|| Philadelphia, unless it was done by iron-handed 
|| necessity, and that argument has not yet been 
| answered. I have said before, und I say again, 
that the proposition contained in this bill is one 
essentially designed for the accommodation of the 
people of the United States. You can no more 
circulate foreign coin among the masses of the 
people than you can circulate a foreign spelling 
|| book among them by which to teach their children 
| the English language, or a testament in the Greek 
'| or Hebrew language by which to teach them to 
|| read. They will have their money in something 
they understand; and if the foreign coin which 
comes into the country is not recoined, it will not 
go into circulation among the masses, but it will 
remain in our importing cities and in the banka, 
and the money of the millions of working men 
will be paper; whereas, by recoining all this for- 
| eign gold, you would establish the currency of tbe 
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country upon a strong and immutable basis—es- 
pecially if it were coined partly into large coins 
to suit the convenience of merchants and bankers, 


and partly in small coin to suit the generality of 


the people. 
Now, sir, we have been told that the mint at 








1} 


| 


tT 


Senator from New York, and | give notice that 
when it is in order I shail offer it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I did not purpose, Mr. Presi- 
dent, on the present occasion, to go into the gen- 


Philadelphia coined eleven millions of dollars in a || eral question; but, as other Senators have done so, 


very short time. But who has told us how many 
of those doliars were in double eagles? It makes 
uite a difference whether they are coined in 


i} 
| 


i} 


I suppose I may as well follow their example. I 
must remark here that I am in favor of establish- 
ing a branch mint in California. I think no rea- 


double eagles, five of them making a hundred dol- || son has been assigned, or can be assigned, in fa- 


lars; or in five cent pieces, in which twenty of 


them are required to make a dollar. Let them 


show their dexterity in coining small coins, such | 


as are required for common circulation, and then 
we will have a fair test of their capacity. 

Mr. President, 1 do not feel called upon to re- 
peat the argument which I urged the other day. I 


stated them to be statistics from the most compe- | 
tent sources; and yet we are told that we shrink | 


from dicussion by one who does not present a 
single fact upon which to base an argument. | 
felt myself called upon to make a brief reply to 
the remarks which have just been offered. 


Sir, | do not desire to see the people of this 


country descending from their high position, and | 


degenerating into a scramble for local advantages. 
I have never placed myself upon any such ground 
at all, and I never shall. I have strong sympathies, 


it is true, with the city of New York, and itis | 
both right and natural that [ should have them. || 


But | place this question not upon any local con- 
siderations; 1 place it upon higher grounds; I 
place it where the late President of the United 


States, coming from the far West, has placed it; 


I place it where that able and distinguished man, 


the late Secretary of the Treasury, coming from | 


the Mississippi valley, and having all his feelings 


and prejudices elsewhere than in the city of New | 


York, placed it; and upon other and yet higher 
of these—the immutable laws | 


grounds than an 


of trade. I will not participate in a struggle be- 


tween Philadelphia and Dahlonega and Charlotte, | 


and other places. 
carry away the mint from Philadelphia, as much 
as I might regret to see her part with that institu- 


If the tendency of things is to 


tion which she has so long enjoyed, it must go | 


thence, for me. I will never be carried away by my 
feelings in these local matters. New York is the 


place where the mivt ought to be; it is the great | 


centre of trade; the great ocean, if | may so call 
it, into which all the channels of our commerce 


flow; and you might as well attempt to turn the | 


waters of the Potomac and make them run towards 
their source, as attempt to divert a measure which 
must ultimately be carried, and which not only 
the exigencies of the country require, but which 
the laws of trade will ultimately bring about. Sir, 
although we cannot impede or derange the natural 


| 
} 


|] 


flow of the waters, we may derange the currency || 


of the country by refusing to adopt those measures | 


which are necessary for its regulation. 


I was anxious to have a vote upon this bill as | 


early as possible, in order that it might not be run- 
ning alongside of other great public questions. | 
felt it my duty to bring it forward, and the Senate 
have been kind enough to make it the special order 
of the day for every day, at half-past 12 o’clock, 
till it is disposed of. There are other great meas- 
ures to come before us—measures of urgent 
importance; and I felt, so far as this one was 
concerned, it was necessary that the Senate should 
express an opinion apon it, so that it might be 
disposed of. That isaill I ask; and when! express 
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' 
i} 
} 
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it 
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| vor of the establishment of a branch mint at New 


York, which does not apply with greater force to 
the establishment of a branch mint in California. 
We know the fact to be that there is a great scar- 
city of coin in California—so great, indeed, that the 
premium on coin over bullion is about one-eighth, 
the owner of the gold dust receiving onl 

in coin for bullion intrinsically worth $18. There 
is, therefore, a great loss to the people who dig the 
ore, and to those who receive it there, except only 
the speculator or broker, who make large gains 
out of others’ losses. The commerce of Califor- 
nia does not bring into that country a safficient 
supply of coin. Suchean institution is therefore 
required; and it is, undoubtedly, the constitution- 
al right and duty of the Government to supply, 
for local circulation in that distant part of our ter- 
ritory, a coinage of the denomination and value 
prescribed by ourlaws. I am in favor of a branch 
mint at California, and opposed to the establish- 
ment of one at New York; and I have not yet 


| 


‘| should be for reasons which the Sena 
|| not assign, but which nevertheless are ver 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
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heard any argument which tends to satisfy me | 


that we ought to establish one at the last-men- 
tioned place. 


It was not my purpose, sir, to repeat any of the | 


arguments which | urged on this subject last week. 
Nor shall I indulge in that declamation which the 
Senator from New York [Mr. Dicximson] has 
pronounced so unbecoming on this occasion. 
And I trust I shall not be guilty of that assurance 


which the Senator seems to think has character- | 


ized this debate on one side, unless, indeed, it be 


assurance in a Senator who resides in a rural dis- | 


trict to pretend to know anything of monetary 
affairs and the wants of great cities. 

I hope I may be allowed, with all due modesty, 
to make further opposition to this project, so much 
pressed, butso little supported, as | think, by sound 
argument. Now, what has the Senator from New 
York on my right [Mr. Sewarp] said? In the 
first place he assumes that it is necessary to have 
a branch mint in the city of New York, because 
the Government has thought it expedient to send 
its agent there to pay off Government bullion cer- 
tificates. Now does that follow? If the Govern- 
ment chooses, for the convenience of persons in 
New York who hold mint certificates, and to whom 
the delivery of coin has been delayed by peculiar 
and unusual circumstances, to send an agent from 
Philadelphia for the special purpose of paying 
their certificates, shall nny one be justified in say- 
ing that this shows thu necessity ofa mint in New 
York? Or even if from time to time the director of 
the mint should dispatch an agent for this purpose 
from the one city to the other, is this a sufficient 
reason for the large and costly establishment pro- 
posed? We know that the expense of an occa- 
sional agent to New York for the purpose men- 
tioned will be a mere trifle, and the argument 
founded upon it, if it be an argument at all, really 
doespot seem to me to require any other reply. 
But the Senator hasaverred that the same necessity 
exists for the establishment of a branch mint at 


my anxiety to have a vote upon the question, 1 || New York as exists for the establishment of one 


hope gentlemen will not say that I am urging it for 


the purpose of avoiding discussion. 
c TALE. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Georgia has satisfied me, and | think the Senate 
enerally, that we have already too many mints. 
f would, therefore, move the following as an amend- 


ment. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not now in 


order. 

Mr. DICKINSON. What is the amendment? 
Read it. 

Mr. HALE. The Chair says it is out of order; 
but, with the ission of the Senate and at the 
request of the tor from New York, | will read 
it. It is, “provided that the laws establishin 
branch mints in the States of North Carolina an 
Georgia be and the same are hereby repealed.”’ 

Mr. PEARCE. Did I understand the Chair to 
scy that the amendment is not in order? 


| 





| ter.) 


in California. Indeed! What a wonderful iden- 
tity there is in their situation ! This forced identity 


|| —for-such I regard it—reminds me of the singular 


coincidence discovered by the Welshman Fluellen, 
when he averred that there never were two people 
in the world who resembled each other 80 much 
as Harry of Monmouth and Alexander of Mace- 
don. On being asked to point out the resemblance 


| he said that Alexander was born in Macedon and 


Harry was born in Wales; that there was a river 
in Macedon, and there was also a river in Wales, 
and that there were salmon in both. ([Laugh- 
This, then, is the identity. New York ison 
the Atlantic; California is on the Pacific. There 


is no mint at New York, and no mint in Califor- 


nia, and gold is digged out of the earth in the one 
lace and imported by sea into the other. Now 
or the difference. New York is within a hundred 


miles, four or five hour’s ride, of the mint at Phil- 
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| Mr. HALE. It is of no consequence; I did not || adelphia. 
|| offer it; | merely read it for the information of the || thousand miles from any mint, and the duane 
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The California gold mines are sey 


ere of communication with New 
hiladelphia is from thirty to thirt 
Gold is worth in California much 


Orleans and 

-five days, 
ess than i: 
tor did 
: Palpa. 
ble. Itis not worth so much by two dollars 
ounce as it ought to be. Now, does the Sena; 
contend that this is the case in New York, soma 
the mint at Philadelphia is at a distance of a hun 
dred miles? Sir, we know that the Chamber 7 
Commerce of the city of New York has Calen 
lated that the whole expense of converting qj mv 
bullion and gold coins that come into that Si 
will not exceed a quarter of one per cent., which 
I am satisfied isa very large calculation. {i jg, 
cludes too large an estimate for interest, and fo» 
the risk, which latter, if the money to be caring 
is sent by the expresses, is scarcely appreciabje 
But that isall that they charge as the cost and Joss 
of converting it into American coin, and yet the logs 
on the gold in California is two dollars per ounce 
or abont eleven per cent. Now, sir, these are the 
ee reasons which the Senator from New 

ork [Mr. Sewarp] has assigned for the equal 
necessity of the establishment of a branch mi 
at New York with one at California. 

He also says that the foreign coin which comes 
into the country, does not circulate there; but in 
California they are worse off still, for they haveno 
coins at all, or scarcely any, and that is one of the 
most urgent reasons why a mint should be estab. 
lished there. I admit, indeed, that it will not be 
necessary for the wants of California that she 
should coin all the bullion that may be raised there; 
that for the purposes of exterior commerce, the 
assayed bars, with their value stamped upon them, 
willanswer. But there is undoubtedly a local 
necessity for a mint there; and if you establish one 
there, | do not know how you can limit its opera. 
tions except by limiting its capacity. Inasmuch 
as the gold will be coined without any expense to 
owners of the dust, and without any profit to the 
Government, the ae is that the people will 

not into bars, so far 
as the capacity of the mint will allow that to be 
done; and I do not see, therefore, how we can 
make any provision to restrict the coinage of bul- 
lion in California except by restricting the cape- 


| city of the mint which may be established there. 


I suppose that the gold of California will either 
be cast into bars for the accommodation of the 
trade with countries beyond the limits of the 
United States, for which, in some respects, this 
would be preferable, or made into domestic coin 


| for circulation in California or remittance here; 


and whether it is cast into bars or made into coins 
it wi'l certainly go where the exigencies of trade de- 
man it. If there be bills to be paid and claims 
to be satisfied in the United States for goods shipped 
to California, then the gold must come into the 
United States to meet those bills and to satisfy 
these claims,unless California should become bank- 


|| rapt. Everybody knows that a very large portion 


of thecommerce of California is with the United 
States on the Atlantic, and the gold which is found 
there will consequently return here whether it is 
coine@@r in bars. I Lanues. therefore, that coin 
will come to the United States in a large amount if 
a mint is established in California; and I therefore 
see no necessity of casting the gold found in Cali- 
fornia into bullion, at least only to the compara- 
tively small amount demanded by their foreign 
commerce. In this view, it is manifest that the 
importation of gold from California will not require 
a mintat New York. Now, with regard to foreign 
coin it seems to be thought important that we 
should have a mint at New York, because there is 
much foreign gold brought into the ae im- 
portation and by emigrants at that port. But! do 
not think so, for reasons which I will proceed to 
ive. In the first place, the Senator from New 
ork assumes that more gold would come into 
New York than comes in now, if a branch mint 
were established there. This might do very well 
if we had no experience in the matter; but the ex- 
ience which we have controverts this idea. 

k at Philadelphia. There is a mint there. 
Does that occasion | importations of wre 
gold into that city? We know that such is not the 
We know that the course of commerce and 
ae tion have affected this mat- 

ter. New York has large importations, and re 
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this gold in payment of her exports which 
re not paid for in the products of other countries, 
: 4. indeed, the greater part of the foreign coin im- 
oa on account of merchants in Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, and other cities, comes first to New 
York. The immigration, too, is principally to 
the port of New York; and then, sir, the many 
steamers which, by our own laws, go to and from 
New York, necessarily bring a great amount of 
specie to that city, they being preferred for the 
transportation of the precious metals. 
Now, if the Philadelphia mint cannot attract to 
that city the vast amount of commerce in precious 
metals which goes to New York, the whole amount 
of which imported into Philadelphia in one year is 
said to be only $256,000, and if New York, with- 
out having any mint at all, has now almostall that | 
commerce, what is the necessity of establishing a 
mint at New York to secure that which she already 
has by reason of her great commercial advantages, 
her large population, her immense shipping, and 
those wy cteamiile which are continually cutting 
the waters of her noble harbor? I can see none. 
[t has not been shown that the course of trade 
requires the establishment of the proposed mint, 
and itseems to me a pure imagination to attribute 
to it the magic influence on the commerce of the 
world with New York which is promised from it. 
| know, indeed, that the President of the United 
States, (Mr. Polk,) on a former occasion recom- 
mended the establishment of a mint at New York; 
bat | do not think that his recommendation has | 
the force of an argument, nor that the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. Walker) furnishes 
any conclusive reason for it. I respect the late 
Secretary of the Treasury, and | think hima man | 
of genius, but it does not follow on that account | 
that we should surrender our own judgments for | 
the purpose of exclusively following his recom- | 
mendation. He is not infallible; on the contrary, 
| am inclined to think that in this matter he is en- 
tirely mistaken, His idea was, that much of the for- 
eizn coin imported into the city of New York and 
not coined on the spot would go into the banks. 
Well, this I think, instead of being an evil, isa 
very good result. Banks, when properly man- 
aged, are very good things; but they can only be 
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well managed when they have a good supply of 
the precious metals with which to redeem their 
paper. This Government has no authority to put 
down the State banks, and should not desire to 
make them less safe and useful by any scheme for 
withdrawing the only sound basis of their paper 
circulation. 

But there is another reason why it is not desir- 
able that all the foreign gold which comes into the 
country should be recoined here. Much of it has 
to go back again. The exigencies of commerce 
require it; and it is better in such a case to send 
foreign coin than to send our own, because the for- 
mer hasa higher value abroad than the latter, and 
this constant recoinage of the precious metals only 
produces a waste of the measure of value. 

Now, the Senator says that this foreign coin 
should be recoined here, because then it will enter 
into our circulation; for this purpose it must have 
the stamp or impress of our Government upon it. 
But when it gets that stamp or impress it will not 
circulate freely abroad; and that is a ver? good 
feason why a considerable portion of it at least 
should be kept unaltered for reéxportation. We 
know that an immense number of passengers go 
every year from the United States to Earope; and 
I suppose there is scarcely one of several thoffsand 
embarking at New York who does not take with 
him three or four hundred dollars of foreign gold, 
which is supplied from the banks, in whose vaults 
it has been placed. It is exceedingly useful to 
these persons, and there is certainly no loss to us, 
since they must take coin of some sort. Besides, 
a large sum is frequently required to pay commer- 
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excess of exportations was $6,780,984. In 1849 the | her port the harbor of the numerous and immen:¢ 


mail steamers, to whose building and success the 
The average annual excess of specie imports || patronage and treasure of the Government have +o 
over specie exports during the last eleven years is || much contributed. There are other cities wh ch 
only about two millions of dollars, as | have ascer- || would be glad to take these advantages and give 
tained from the annual statements of the commerce | New York a half dozen mints in exchange. 
and navigation of the United States. Much ofthe || On the whole, Mr. President, I think it has been 
foreign coin thus brought into the country is paid || shown, in a former day's debate and now, that 
into the Treasury for duties, and such portion of || there is no adequate reason for establishing the pro- 
that as it pleases the Government converts into || posed mintat New York; that though there was 
American coin, at no expense to individuals, and | lately some delay in coining at the Philadelphia 
at a very trifling expense to the Treasury. If the || mint, that was owing to circumstances unforeseen 
whole of this average annual excess of importation || and temporary, and that its present capacity is 
were recoined on individual account, it could not || equal to any demand which the policy of the Gov- 
cost in transportation, loss of interest, and risk, || ernment or the commerce of the country can poe 
above $3,000 per year. || sibly make of it; that the cost of transporting the 
The calculations of the New York Chamber of || precious metals from New York for coinage is very 
Commerce are chiefly based upon the returns of | inconsiderable and trifling; the risk not appreciable; 
1847—a year of famine in Great Britain and an || the delay so little as to be of no consequence, and 
immense exportation of breadstuffs from this coun- || that even this brief delay may be avoided by the 
try, on which no fair average calculations can be || arrangement suggested by the director of the mint; 
made. ‘The memorial of the Chamber of Com- || and that, to erect a mint at a cost of aeveral hun- 
merce estimates the foreign coin brought into the || dred thousand dollars, and to maintain it ata prob- 
United States by immigrants at eight millions per || able annual expense of $50,000 to $75,008, wil! be 
annum. ‘This is of course conjectural, and may or || to appropriate the money of the people without any 
may not beaccurate. Of this they admit that most | adequate return to them, or any portion of them, 
of the silver returns to Europe in the same form in || except those who may reap the fruits of the pa- 
which it arrived; as also a portion of the go!d; and || tronage thus created; while the certain resvit willie 
of the remaining part of the gold they say that | to destroy the mint at Philadelphia, which nrust 
much of it is immediately carried into the interior, || become wholly useless. 
whence it gradually finds its way back to the sea- || ‘For these reasons I must vote against the meas- 
board; that *‘ a great part is ultimately sent to the || ure, although, if there were no mint at Philade’- 
mint at Philadelphia, to be recoined, probably two |, phia, | would, as | before said, vote for the selection 
or three millions per annum.’’ Doubtless this is || of New York as the place of its establishment. 
truae—the immigrants preferring to keep the coin|| Mr. DOUGLAS. It seems to me that the mint 
whose denomination and vaiue they know, to ours, || should be located at such a point as is convenient 
which they do not understand. And supposing it || and useful to the country. I think that the ques- 
to be all correct, and that these two or three mil- || tion as to the point where the mint shall be located 
lions are coined on individual account, how much || is one that rises above the benefiting of any par- 
does it cost? The Director of the Mint, in the |! ticular locality—of this town or that town, or this 
letter to which I referred on a former occasion, || or that section of the Union, Commerce generally 
showed that the coinage of six millions for persons || centres at two great points upon this coniinent—at 
in New York would cost the owners less than nine || New York and New Orleans. Immigrants arrive 
thousand dollars, including transportation, loss of || at those points; foreign gold comes to those points; 
interest, and risk. And | think | haveshown con- | and from those points it is distributed again; and 
clusively that the sum mentioned is far beyond the || it seems to me that at those points we should locate 
annual coinage of foreign specie, brought for indi- || our mints. It has been stated that eight millions 
viduals from New York to Philadelphia. So that || of dollars in foreign gold is brought into the city 
I feel authorized to require further proof before | || of New York by immigrants, and passes into 
credit the statement that at various times a loss of || the interior in that form; and in the country 
$50,000 in a year has resulted to New York from || where [| live, upon the whole line of the lakes 
this cause. and western rivers, where the immigration goes, 
But the Senator from New York [Mr. Dick: || we feel the inconvenience of that foreign coin, the 
son] has several times remarked that this project | value of which is not generally understood by 
has beén before the Senate on formor occasions,as |, the community among which it goes into civcu- 
if that were a reason why we should not tooclosely | lation. One of the great reasons, as we sup- 
examine itnow. I remember only two occasions, || pose, why it goes there, is, that at the point at 
though there may have been more. It was pro- | which the emigration centres when it comes into 
posed in 1834, and I believe withdrawn by the | the country, there is no mint and no means, with- 
mover upon the general expression in the Senate || out inconvenience and departure from the route, to 
of a desire that he should do so. And in 1838 a || get it changed into American coin. The whole in- 
bill for the purpose was debated and defeated in | terior of the country, therefore, is interested jn 
this bod y—the final vote being 27 noes to 22 ayes. || having mints at those points where the foreign 
It may be that the amendment proposing a branch || gold arrives and from which it is distributed. 
at Charleston was unsatisfactory to the Senate. || Those points are New Orleans, where there is a 
But | think it most likely that Senators thought || mint already, and New York; and I do think that 
the original proposition unsustained by sufficient || it is right to establish it there, without any refer- 
reasons. At all events, the fact of its introduction || ence to local feeling, and without any reference 
and defeat then surely furnishes no argument for || to what effect it may have upon other cities. [ 
its passage now. || have no desire to. see the mint at Philadelphia 
he Senator rests much upon the great o either removed or impaired in its powers or useful- 


excess of importations was only $2,204,466. 





of importauons into New York, and the ent || ness. I have no desire to see the mints in Georgia 
at that port of two-thirds of the customs @Mties. || or North Carolina removed either. But when | 
Does he think ail this commerce a burden to New | hear an argument against putting the mint at New 
York—a disadvantage to be recompensed by the || York, on the ground of the expense urged by those 
establishment of a mint? || representing mints that hardly coin as much 

Mr. DICKINSON said he introduced that re- || money as the annual cost of keeping up the es- 
mark for the purpose of showing thatour commerce || tablishments, it seems to bea strange kind of 
centres there. ; |} economy. I do not desire to see the mints in 

Mr. PEARCE. I admit that. But is there || Georgia and North Carolina abolished; but if com- 
anything peculiar in our situation which calls for || pelled to choose between those mints and one at 


cial balances due to other countries, chiefly Eng- || & mint there more than at other great commercial | New York, I shall vote at once to remove one of 


land and France, which are best paid in foreign 
Specie. Nothing fluctuates more than the export- 
ation of specie, In five years out of the last eleven 
the quantity of specie exported has exceeded that 
imported by more than twenty millions; the average 
excess of exportation in these five years being some- 

more than four millions of dollars, and this is 
most profitably remitted in foreign coin. In these 
eleven years there has been no heavy excess of 


specie importations, except in 1843 and 1847, and 
in these years it was owing to liar and 
temporary causes well understood. In 1848 the 





marts? Liverpool is a great city, and has a vast || these mints to New York, or to abolish them both, 
commerce—perhaps not less than that of New | or to consolidate them and remove them to New 
York. Yet the sagacious, exact, and calculating ‘| York, where it would be useful. We are told 
English people have not thought it worth while to || that it is but little expense and trouble tc carry the 
erect a mint there, though the distance to London || gold from New York to Philadelphia to coin it 
is double that of New York from Philadelphia. | there. So it would be but little expense or trouble 

It is no disadvantage to New York that she pays | to take the foreign coin and gold from Charleston 
two-thirds of all the customs duties received into || by railroad to the mint in Georgia, or at Charloue 
our Treasury. It is the necessary incident of that | in North Carolina, and coin it there. Still we find 
vastand flourishing commerce which is the source _ that not a dollar of the gold that arrives at Charies- 
of her wealth’and commerce materi- } ton gets up to these mints for coinage. The in- 
ally aided, too, by our legislation, which has made || convenience of it is sufficient to prevent its trans- 
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portation thence, and in the mean time these mints | 
remain comparative'y useless, and of no value to 
the country, because not at points where commerce 
and emigration center, and foreign coin collects. 
If you continue to establish mints in these secluded 
parts, where the commerce and trade of the coun- 
try do not arrive, you may have twenty, aye, fifty 
mints, and still experience the same inconvenience 
that rn now do for want of a proper coinage. 

I think, therefore, that we ought to establish a 
mintat New York without hesitancy, and one also 
in California, 

Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from Illinois has 
remarked that all the gold of the neighborhood is 
not coined at the mints in Georgia and North Car- 
olina, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
did not go in there. 

Mr. PEARCE. One of the arguments that has 
heen used, at all events, is that all the gold of the 
neighborhood is not coined at the mints in Georgia 
and North Carolina. If that be so, it only shows 
that it is more desirable to have it coined at Phila- 
delphia than at Dahlonega and Charlotte, and it is 
of course a matter of still less consequence to trans- 
port it to New York. 

Mr. DICKINSON. My attentien has been 
called to the history of the Union Bank in Mis- 
souri. It seems that a large mass of foreign gold, 
which would not cireulate in this country, had 
been accumulated there to send away. A large 
amount, a great many thousand dollars, was miss- 
ing, and they were driven to the necessity of count- 
ing it, before they could ascertain the precise 
amount which was missing. Another fact, and I 

have done. It has been often repeated that there 
ig no loss in the transportation between New York 
and Philadelphia. The Union Bank of New York 
lost fifteen thousand dollars at one time. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, the Senator 
from [linois [Mr. Doveras] has expressed his 
surprise and his astonishment that the Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] and myself have op- 

osed the establishment of a mint at New York, 
Seated branch mints have been established in the 
States which we represent. Now, sir, is it to be 
supposed that because Congress thought proper 
some time since to establish a mint in my own 
State, that [am to be in the smallest degree de- 
terred from opposing what I look upon as an un- 
wise, unnecessary, and wanton waste of the public 
money? No, sir. I, for one, will give my vote 
for no such project, and I shall not be deterred 
from what | conceive to be the right course, because 
a branch mint has been established at Charlotte, 
which, as I have already intimated, is a humbug, 
and of no service to the country at large, and for 
the establishment of which, had [ been here, I 
should not have voted. Yet, sir, so far from be- 
ing influenced by any consideration of that kind, 
or the notion that log-rolling influence is brought 
to bear on me, rather than vote for the establish- 
ment of the branch at New York, which I believe 
to be unnecessary, and inflicting a wrong upon an- 
other city over which New York has the prefer- 
ence, | would prefer not only that the branch mint 
in North Carolina should be abolished, but that all 
the little, poor, and eat) pee ever extended 
by the United States to North Carolina should be 
withdrawn now and forever. And permit me to 
say, sir, that when it was withdrawn, although it 
might be missed there, yet, by comparison, it 1s 30 
emall that the United States would not discover 
the amount of it, except by the extraordinary pro- 
cess which the Senator from New York tells us 
some persons were driven to, who loat some gold 
from a parcel of money, and who could not tell 
how many pieces were gone till they counted it. 
The United States would bave to count to see what 
they would gain and we lose. 

I trust that neither the Senator from Georgia 
nor myself stands here bound to support any pro- 
jeet that may be brought forward for the establish- 
ment of a branch mint anywhere, and for any 
pur and if we do not support it to be taunted 
with the fact that there are branch mints in Georgia 
and North Carolina. I did not aid in establishing 
the branch mint in North Carolina. I gave no 
assistance to put it there. I care nothing for the 
branch mint there. So far as any considerations 
of that sort may be supposed to influence my con- 
duct here, | scorn them. This branch mint at 
New York, proposed to be established, is, in 
my judgment, unwise, unnecessary, eXtravagant, 


I said that the foreign gold 


the expense which would be incurred. The ob- 
jection applies to having so many establishments 
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wasteful, and ultimately intended to break down |! the ition to establish a branch 
’ if Yok. oar 


| Philadelphia. I fear I may have deviated on «*/ 
occasion from my usual modesty in expressing | 
and maintaining my opinions, and | am sorry for | 
it. 1 can only say that IL hope to be corrected b 
| the Senator from New York, [Mr. Ductent 
who is so remarkable for modesty himeelf. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, the other ay 
made a few remarks upon this subject, and I then 
| stated that, at the proper time, I was prepared to | 
| vote for the establishment of a mint in California, | 
'but I did not think that the proper time had ar- | 
rived. The question of a mint in California would | 
come up more appropriately as a distinct and | 


s 
! 


upon its own intrinsic merits. I am not entirely 
prepared to go against the amendment proposed | 
by the Senator from Missouri. I would prefer, | 
however, that the question should come up by it- | 
self. With regard to the proposition for a branch | 
mint at New York, if this was an original ques- | 
tion, coming up for the decision of Congress as to | 
where the mint was to be established, I should 
say unhesitatingly at New York. We have how- 
ever, sir, a mint at Philadelphia, conveniently 
situated in many respects to New York, owing to 
the facilities which the railroad furnishes. The 
little expense and inconvenience which there is in 
transporting bullion from New York is not, I con- 
ceive, 80 great as to justify our going to great addi- 
tional expense on the part of the Government to 
establish another mint. I would second with 
great pleasure the views taken by the Senator 
trom New York, if I considered that the establish- 
| ment of a branch mint would greatly subserve the 
public interests. I consider, with the Senator 


for the benefit of any State. We are not to look 
to the interests of New York as a city, or Phila- 
delphia as a city, but we are to look to the great 
interests of the country, and endeavor to do what 
we can to promote these interests. 
Well, sir, so far as I know, ours is the only 
Government in the world where there is more than 
one mint. I know that other Governments, for 
| territories nearly as large as our own, where the 
gold must be brought thousands and thousands of 
miles over land, have but one mint. The Senator 
from Maryland has already fully described the 
system in London, Paris, and other parts of the 
world. We, sir, however, have gone upon the 
system, heretofore, of establishing mints at the 
points where the gold dust is procured, under the 
impression that it was necessary to give these fa- 
cilities to those employed in mining. It+was a 
matter of little importance, I think, to those en- 
geet in gold digging, either in Georgia or North 
arolina. The mints originally were of little 
value to them, and they have been becoming less | 
so every year, until really at this time they are 
next to no value atall. ‘The only reason why the 
mint at Charlotte may be considered as necessar 
to be retained at all, is the fact that, after the rail- 
road shall be completed between that place and 
Charleston, it will give facilities to the transporta- 
tion of the foreign coins or bullion coming into 
the possession of merchants in that city for re- 
coinage. Whether any such reason applies with 
regard to Dahlonega, Tite not. Ihold that if 
ou now go on to establish a branch mint at New 
ork, you decide indirectly, though not directly, 
th u will discontinue the mint in Philadelphia. 
Til the question. Is it proper, then, that we 





should now go to the expense of half a million of 
dollars in erecting buildings in New York? It will 
cost over a million of dollars to erect a mint in 
New York. Look at the expense of the New 
York custom-house, and we alt Keser that public 
buildings of this kind always cost double the esti- 
mate. Itappears to me, then, that my friend 
from New York would not greatly subserve the 
interests of the country by estab!ishing this branch 
mint. It might give some facilities to coinage in 
the city of New York, but not commensurate to 


of this kind scattered all over the country. As I 
said the other day, other commercial cities will put 
in their claim, and we cannot with any face say, 
** No, you are less important, you must submit to 
all the inconvenience of transporting your gold, 
although other cities are accomm alee 
would be invidious, and would not be submitted 
to. I cannot, with these views, vote in favor of 


separate measure, leaving this bill to rest entirely || 


from Georgia, that this should not be a measure || 


Se 
min 
k; and I regret that the Senator from Mian 
ghee in connecting his proposition with this bill 
_ [believe it would be better to leave the New York 
| mint to try its fate by itself, and then bring f 
ward his proposition as a separate measure. e 
| Mr.BADGER. In consequence of the rem 
' which have fallen from the Senator from Alaba 
I would suggest to the gentleman who has offered 
this amendment to withdraw it for a momen 
while we test the sense of the Senate, by moving 
(to strike out from the first section of the jj 
| the words “ in the city of New York,” and to jn. 
| bat at me amare Weer 
r. . ope this plan wi 
be resorted to, for two ieapde: Onerin er . 
_not think it would be in order to strike out the 
| New York mint and insert something quite differ. 
| ent; and the other is, that I think it is better 
| meet this question directly, and not vote it dows 


ae 
Mr. BENTON. This question of a min, in 
New York has been so often and so fully diseusseq 
that I think with the Senator from New York jt 
is better to meet it directly. 

The question was then taken on the amendmen 
to the amendment, which was carried, and the 
amendment, as amended was adopted. 

Mr. BADGER moved to strike out from the gh 
line of the ]st section of the bill the words “ jn the 
oy of New York.” 

he yeas and nays being ordered, were taken, 
and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Borland, Butler, Cor 


win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, Jones, King 
| Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Underwood, Wales, and Whiteomb—2). 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Brad. 
bury, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, 
Douglas, Downs, Felch, Greene, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, 
Mangum, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Soulé, 
| Upham, and Walker—31. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. DOWNS. I have an amendment to the bill 
which I wish to offer. It will be recollected thatsome 
time since—] do not propose to discuss it now—I 
brought under the notice of the Senate the absolute 
necessity of increasing the compensation of the 
treasurer of the mint of New Orleans, who is also 
assistant treasurer of the United States. I stated 
then—and I shall not refer to the subject again— 
the very great difficulty indeed, and the injury 
the public service and the commercial community, 
| of not being able to find a man qualified to fill the 
office who will accept it, on account of the small- 
ness ofthesalary. Itseemed to be agreed upon all 
hands that, at the proper time, the evil ought to 
be remedied. I now propose that the following 
section be added to the bill to effect that parpose: 

“ And be it further enacted, That the salary of the treas- 
urer of the branch mint at New Orleans, and who is iso 
assistant treasurer, be, and the same is hereby, increased 0 

thousand dollars.”’. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have had occasion, as 
member of the Finance Committee, to investigate 
this matter with regard to the salary of this office, 
and, from the correspondence which I have had 
with the Treasury Department, I have no doubt 
that the salary ought to be increased. But I would 
suggest to the Senator from Louisiana that it will 
be but a short time before the appropriation bi) 
will come before us, in which | shall feel myself 
justified in meeting the views of the Treasury 

partment and the exigencies of the public 
servige by increasing the salary of that office. | 
hope therefore it will be permitted to remain uo 
then, as it might embarrass this bill in the other 
House, where it might not be understood. 

Mr. DOWNS. My only object is to insure the 
increase of this salary, and as I infer, from what 
the Senator from New York has stated, that this 
claim will be favorably viewed by the Finance 
Committee when the appropriation bill comes up, 
and as I do not wish to throw embarrassments 
the way of this bill, I will withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

There being no further propositions to amend, 
the bill was reported back to the Senate, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. BADGER. I now desire to offer a further 
amendment. We are all aware that recently the 
question has been raised in the courts of Pent 
sylvania whether the mint of the United States " 

t State was liable to State taxation. Judgoe 
was given in the supreme court of Pennsylvanls 
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